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Presidentds messageé
We had a wonderfully informative presentation on 19and 26 to help people, and we hope to introduce
tree health from our expert Taskmaster at the March a mentoring system where less experienced
meeting. Not only was it very entertaining but members can work with a more experienced
thought provoking in terms of the environment we mentor, if they would like. But we are still looking
need to create for bonsai. Even if a few of the many for more waysewhi #gdtmveour fn
health tips are employed we will be doing the very time to help, maybe you have a special skill that
best for our trees. Look forward to more tree health youdd I|like to share at one of
and maintenance gems in each monthly newsletter and tool (s) that youdd Ilike
section headed Taskmaster. adding new programs, writing an article for the

newsletter, etc. We need to hear from you! Please
Moving to general administrative club matters, I get in touch with me, Candace Key (Program
need to draw your attention to our membership. Director) or Jeanette Arnold (Secretary) and share
This year, either due to late or missing payments, your thoughts.
our regular membership has declined significantly by
about30%.This is a real issue flarpinggtothis month, enarril 6yvg hayecaanother of
and general program offering, and it coincides with our really well attended workshop meetings, where
increasing operational costs. Please consider helping Tim Kong, Jay MacDonald, John Doig and Chris Ross
us by paying your dues now patienfyhelpeyerene hbPsdankremendous
already; and, if you receive hard copy newsletters, experience in terms of getting great help and
please let us know your email address, so that we suggestions for tree work, tree health issues and
can reduce our mailing costs. To renew your ideas on how to maintain your trees. We even get
membership fees, fill out the form found in this entertainment with jokes included! A great way to
newsletter, or do it electronically at unwind from everything else going on in your
http://marinbonsai.org/membership/index.php. world... If you plan to come, please remember to
Please submit a check, which includes your name, cover your work area and clean up after your
address and telephone information to our treasurer, session. This effort is really important to the smooth
Frances Noles, either in person or mail to the club at operation of workshops, as well as ensures that we
P.O. Box 437, Ross, CA 94957. To provide an email do not incur additional cleaning fees from the
address for a newsletter, simply contact Center.
info@marinbonsai.org. Thank you very much for
doing this. On April 20 we have a really great lineup for our

education program on Satsuki Azaleas. Darrell and
Looking around t hweseepaar 6 s Hhadra Wong wilknot only demonstrate how to style a

new faces of people who want to learn or continue beautiful azalea that will be raffled, but will have a
learning the art of Bonsai. At the same time, we slideshow on their recent trip to Japan to study
wrestle with how to encourage continued bonsai. This is a program not to be missed!

attendance and entice new members into our fold. )
Wewillhavea summer Be gbmAngast 6s c I~ AligoR Seaman


http://marinbonsai.org/membership/index.php
mailto:info@marinbonsai.org

March Program from the Taskmaster Darren and Laura believe Satsuki azalea bonsai can
be done by anyone with a little knowledge and
Our own Marin Bonsai Taskmaster, or his avatar patience, and love sharing their enthusiasm. The
Chris Ross, presented a terrific program at our beautiful, varied flower types and patterns of Satsuki
March meeting that provided insights and inspiration azaleas make it easy to see why these bonsai are so
from the world of horticulture. Chris distilled his appealing. Please join us this month for a slide show
extensive knowledge from readings, research, of bonsai gardens and azaleas in Japan, stories of
listening to experts and personal experience into an the Wongsd studies and much p
impassioned plea for more patience with our trees growing and selecting these beautiful trees. Darren
and a humane touch with the fertilizer. and Laura will style a Satsuki azalea during the
program - one they imported from Japan - to be
His point was that we, as bonsai enthusiasts and raffled at the meetingsd conc
practitioners, have a unique responsibility to spread
the word to those who admire our trees about the
value of using organic fertilizers and non-toxic pest Ted Matson Workshop
controls where possible. Chris challenged many of
the conventions we have heard for years about how We have 2 days almost filled for the Ted Matson
to take care of our trees - like any old fertilizer will workshops on Sunday, May 16 and Monday, May 17.
do and feeding weakly weekly. This is fine when The following is a list of participants and the day
starting out and you are just trying to keep your they are signed up for. To secure your place please
trees alive, but if you really want to maximize the send a check made out to Marin Bonsai Club to
health and longevity of your trees, and control the Candace Key care of the club address in Ross in the
growth for the best styling opportunities, i.e. smaller amount of $70. This needs to be in by Tuesday,
internodes, Chris offered a much more nuanced and April 20 to secure your place in the workshop.
sophisticated approach. Pl ease donét make me chase yo
He raised just as many questions as he presented Please note some of you have changed days or
answers and I am pleased to announce that the moved from the waiting list to confirmed status for
Taskmaster has offered to add a Q&A section to his the workshop. There are still a couple of spaces
mont hly column. See this 1o operhod eachTdaysbktrifya want them det me
more details. know soon as we have opened the workshops to
members of other clubs and we expect to be fully
April program on Azaleas with subscribed for this great opportunity to study with
Darren and Laura Wong one of bonsaids best.
About this time of year we usually talk about Satsuki Sunday Workshop in San Rafael
azaleas which are forming fat buds ready to burst ] )
with an amazing display of spring color in the next Michaele Jaffe David Stern
month or two. This year we have invited special Chris Ross Candace Key
guests Laura and Darren Wong to share their Dan Keller Alison Seaman
knowledge of these beautiful bonsai at our meeting Nick Winer open
in April. They started doing Satsuki azaleas nine )
years ago and have complemented their interest Monday Workshop in Novato
with intense training during that time. They )
completed a three year program devoted to Satsuki John Doig Frances Noles
azaleas at El Dorado Bonsai, in Placerville which was Lucky TJ Williams?
taught by Satsuki master Tatemori Gondo, from Tim Burke? open
Osaka, Japan. At the conclusion of this program and open open
after passing verbal and hands on tests they were
awarded teaching diplomas.
RE-POTTING SEASON
Since that time Darren has gone back to Japan for IS STILL HERE!
the past six years to study with Sushio Nakayama, Get your fresh Bonsai soil
the teacher of Tatemori Gondo, in Nara, Japan. $20.00 per Bucket
% Contact Chris Ross or John Doig
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Rare Sighting of the Elusive placed branches and roots; on one pine she
Bonsai Brothers discussed the wiring and styling of a tree of quite
advanced age.

The Mammoth Bonsai Sale at Lake Merritt is on my

calendar each year for many reasons. One, it is a Helping her do all this were many able and

great opportunity for bonsai acquisition. Not every enthusiastic assistants and most notable among
year reaps the reward of a prized bonsai or viewing them, at least to me, was the rare combination of
stone, but there are always good pots or some little Jay and Greg McDonald working on the black pine.
something that will make a good raffle prize with They were wiring up a storm trying to get

some TLC. The second reason is that Chris and I everything in place for Kathy
usually work at the sale. We were roped into service the tree looked terrific when they were done. Linda
several years ago by the always persuasive Tim Solevin had painstakingly thread carved the jin at
Kong and we have come to really enjoy our time the top of the tree the month before and there was
there and welcome the opportunity to help raise a discussion on the techniques used for a very
money to keep the bonsai gardens thriving. natural looking tree.

This year I found a third reason to look forward to
this event. On one of my breaks from the sales room
I wandered into the demo area and was fascinated *
to find Kathy Shaner,t he Bonsai Gar denof [
doing six demonstrations at once. This seems like an :
impossible feat unless you know Kathy and her
indomitable spirit. Not only was she talking about
the styling and care of the Monterey pine raffle tree,
but she had several trees from the collection on
view and was talking about various aspects of their
development. On a Japanese black pine she
discussed the development of shari and jin to make
the tree seem more realistic; on a Liquidambar she
illustrated branch development; on a trident maple
the delicate art of air layering for more strategically

Greg McDonald and Linda Solevin paying careful
attention to Kathy Shanerdés 7

I wish I had had a chance to see and hear more, but
| 61 | Inext yéamandkthroughout the year to
pick up valuable insights and instruction from Kathy
and those working with her at the gardens. It is a
priceless experience we all could be taking more
advantage of. Who knows, you might even catch
sight of the amazing Bonsai Brothers at work again.
Donét miss the Mammoth Auctio
and come by the gardens any time to admire the
trees, lend a hand as docent and learn more about
the care and feeding of your bonsai.

Bonsai Brothers Greg and Jay McDonald at work. - Candace Key
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San Francisco Flower and Garden Show

This annual event, now held in San Mateo, is where
the Bonsai Society of San Francisco has its annual
show. Several Marin Bonsai Club members are also
members of BSSF.

-‘,
r

Japanese maple grove

The SF Flower and Garden Show attracts thousands
of people every year. Almost all of them wander into
the bonsai exhibit where they are amazed by what
real bonsai look like. We get a lot of astounded
looks, like the Marin club does at the Fair every

year.l t 6s great to s hobensageop|l e
for the first time. And almost all of these folks know
a thing or two about gardeni

them about how we do our art.

Japanese quince
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Tim Kong does a couple of seminars and also does a
kid workshop. Other members of the club do
ongoing demos in the exhibit area where people can
see us working on our trees and ask questions about
bonsai. The club gets a lot of new members this way
as some folks just have to try to do bonsai.

I have included a few photos of some trees from the
exhibit.

- Craig Thompson

Chinese wisteria
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Due to popular demand, the Taskmaster will take
questions from club members to be answered in his
monthly column. Email cmrbonsai@yahoo.com and
the Taskmaster will do his best to respond.

Repotting is over when the leaves begin to open
out, you know that, don't you? But just because
those deciduous trees are off and running doesn't
mean you can't repot evergreens and junipers, so go
get busy. If there's a suggestion of slow drainage or
failure to thrive or you just plain don't know, then
repot the little devil and have done with it. Everyone
will be much happier, and it gives you a chance to
change to a more perfect pot or position or angle
and get rid of weeds and seeds and bugs and eggs
and moss. Happier.

This month and next the pines get repotted if
needed, then the azaleas in May. When the buds are
showing up on the pines, they are ready to be
moved and are more tolerant of change. Then leave
them alone for three to four weeks and like any
other recently repotted tree provide only bright
shade or early morning sun and protection from
wind and water them in well at first with Superthrive
or just water, then move to more and more sun and
begin fertilizing.

All repotted trees will live better, stronger lives if you
dose them once in warm early to mid spring with
fish emulsion and/or manure tea to bring to life the
bacteria and especially fungi that help roots uptake,
chemically process, and store the nutrients from the
breakdown of soil constituents.

All the pinching you can stand is waiting for you out
there right now. The maples and all other trees with
pairs of leaves opposite each other get pinched back
to one set of horizontal leaves to keep the branch
short or back to two sets of leaves to allow the
branch to lengthen a bit. If it gets a little longer than
that, cut back to the right place using sharp shears
midway between the leaf sets, leaving a longish bit
of stem beyond the chosen leaf set to be trimmed
back much later. EIms get cut or pinched back to
two or three leaves, depending in which direction
the new growth is needed to go, since it will arise
from the terminal leaf and keep on heading that
way.

Flowering trees that do not bear fruit get trimmed
back heavily only once a year, right after the flowers
fade. It needs to be a whole year's pruning, so time

it properly and get it right. New growth and suckers
will soon grow, and next spring's flowers will always
be on this spring and summer's new growth.

Fruiting trees are different, because this fall and
summer's fruit is the stem of the flowers, so pruning
has to wait until the fruit drops off

Pinch back the bright green tips only on the junipers
and evergreens, but do it often. If you pinch too far
back or too heavily on juniper it will revert to or
continue to produce the spiky juvenile growth that
doesn't look (or feel) as good as the flat, smooth,
mature growth.

Oh, it's a complex, busy time in the Bonsai world.
Spray for mean little bugs,

pray for gentle little rains,

pay for your little mistakes,

play for keeps,

stay around for the payoff.

- The Taskmaster

New Docent Coordinator

Roger Lion has kindly stepped forward to assume
the role of Docent Coordinator. He will maintain the
calendar of monthly sign ups.

The Marin Bonsai Club is responsible for providing
two docents every fourth Saturday of the month
from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Bonsai Garden
at Lake Merritt in Oakland. The Garden is the only
one of its kind in Northern California and we are
very fortunate to be in such close proximity to view
the beautiful trees and to assist in its maintenance.

Please contact Roger to let him know when you will
be available. Otherwise, Mr. Lion may stalk and
pounce on you to sign up.

Cherry Blossom Festival

Cherry Blossom Festival this year will be held the
weekends of April 10 and 11 and April 17 and 18 in
San Franci s c oPéssStrdetwillba t o wn .
blocked off and occupied with numerous vendors
including food, demonstrations and various

activities.

The bonsai exhibit will be held on Saturday, April 17
and Sunday, April 18 (10am to 5pm). Our Club has
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been invited to participate in this event which will be
venued in the Hotel Kabuki. There will be three or
four other bonsai clubs displaying trees so space is
limited and we will each have just a few tables to
display trees. We encourage all of you to attend this
great Festival and you can help by being a docent
for our Club at the exhibit. There will be a sign up
sheet at the workshop. Or, you may contact
Jeanette Arnold (883-2651) if you want to help
docent. So check out the food, visit the bookstore
and walk around (if you follow Chris Ross, 1
guarantee you will end up
See you at the Festival!

- Jeanette Arnold

BAY AREA BONSAI EVENTS

April 3-4 Sacramento, CA
Bonsai Sekiyu Kai: 33rd Annual Bonsai Show at the
Sacramento Betsuin Buddhist Church, 2401
Riverside Boulevard. Show hours are Saturday,
12Noon-5PM, and Sunday, 10AM-3:30PM.
Demonstration both days at 2PM by Bonsai Master
John Uchida. Refreshments, door prizes, raffles, and
sale of plants and bonsai tools. For additional
information contact Ron Krause at 916-481-4792.

April 17-18 Hanford, CA
The Clark Center for Japanese Art and Culture
Annual Spring Festival: featuring the Kazari 2010
Bonsai Display Competition. Location at 15770 Tenth
Avenue. Two full days of bonsai art, featuring tea
ceremonies, garden tours, lectures, seminars and a
bazaar with art vendors, sale of bonsai items, food
vendors and an after hours reception. Hours are
Saturday, 10AM-5PM and Sunday, 10AM-3PM.
Judged competition on the art of displaying bonsai
with prizes of $2500, $1000, $500. Kathy Shaner,
Curator of the GSBF Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt,
will conduct a demonstration followed by an auction
on Saturday, and a Tokoname display workshop on
Sunday. Email or call Bob Hilvers, bonsai@ccjac.org
or 559-909-1051, for further information.

April 24-25 Modesto, CA
Modesto Bonsai Club: 29th Annual Spring Show and
Sale at the Modesto Centre Plaza, 11th & K Streets.
Hours are Saturday, 10AM-5PM and Sunday, 11AM-
4PM. Demonstrations, raffles, auctions and sales
both days. Free Admission. For more information,
call Peter Camarena at 209-324-9181 or visit us at
www.ModestoBonsaiClub.com
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April 24-25 Chico, CA

Chico Bonsai Society Annual Spring Show at the
Chico CARD Center, 545 Vallombrosa Avenue. Hours
are Saturday, 11AM-5:00PM, and Sunday, 10AM-
5:00PM. Exhibits, plant and tool sales and
demonstration Sunday at 12noon by Roberta
Walters. Large raffle on Sunday at 4PM. Admission is
free so bring the family! For more information
contact Pat Gilmore, 530-343-3447 or Brian Larson,
530-354-9335, or visit us at www.chicobonsai.org

Aprinzsb ags of s tNapaf @A) -
Napa Valley Bonsai Club: 32nd Annual Bonsai Show
at the Napa Senior Center, 1500 Jefferson Street.
Hours are 10AM-4PM. An exhibit of bonsai trees,
silent auction, benefit drawing, vendor and large
sales area. Demonstration/Workshop at 12:30PM
with Bonsai Artist Peter Tea. Free admission. For
more details visit www.napabonsai.org

May 1-2 Sacramento, CA
Sacramento Bonsai Club: 63rd Annual Bonsai and
Suiseki Show at the Sacramento Buddhist Church,
2401 Riverside Boulevard. Show hours are Saturday,
12Noon-5PM, and Sunday, 10AM-4PM.
Demonstration by Boon Manakitivipart at 2PM, both
days. Raffle will follow. Plants and bonsai related
items for sale. Free admission. For further
information contact Gary Judd, 916-630-1340.

Monthly Demo Meeting
Refreshment Teams

April - Dan Keller,
Emily Shibata

*‘
- o

Refreshment 'teams' bring what
they like, but enough quantity between them to
provide for 10-15 people. Beverages, cookies, Bundt
cake, fruit, crackers with a spread, or whatever else
may inspire. The club supplies paper supplies, coffee
and tea to complement your efforts.

Please contact Marlene Philley to volunteer:
mkphilley@earthlink.net.

Thank you.


mailto:bonsai@ccjac.org
http://www.modestobonsaiclub.com/
mailto:mkphilley@earthlink.net

MARIN BONSAI CLUB

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL

(PLEASE PRINT)

NAME(S) DATE:
Check one: Single Family Student (under 18)
ADDRESS
HOME PHONE: ( ) WORK PHONE: ( ) FAX: ()
EMAIL** Year you joined Marin Bonsai Club

**It has become increasingly important for us to have your email address so you can be kept up to date on last minute
shows and events. Please print clearly.

Membership Fees: Single $45  Family $65 Student $25

Make checks payable to Marin Bonsai Club. Send check and application to: Marin Bonsai Club, P. O. Box
437, Ross, CA 94957

Monthly Newsletter: We distribute a monthly Club newsletterd Bonsai Wired to our members. It is also
published on the club website at http://www.marinbonsai.org/newsletters.php. Please indicate how you would
prefer to receive the newsletter: Email notification USPS mail No newsletter

As a member of Marin Bonsai Club, we ask that you volunteer in at least two areas where you can be helpful to
the Club. You will also be asked by our Hospitality host to bring refreshments once a year. Please indicate
which areas you are interested in:

Monthly Meeting / Workshop Activities Annual Activities

Raffle events Setup and takedown Marin County Fair show
Field trip coordination Auction Committee (need lots of people)
Publicity Setup and coordination Fall Show
Newsletter contributor Summer pichic

Website assistant Holiday party

Photographer

Welcome Committee

Cleanup management

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INPUT AND YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE MARIN BONSAI CLUB


http://www.marinbonsai.org/newsletter.php

MARIN BONSAI CLUB EVENTS

April 6, 2010: Workshop

Starting at 7pm, our monthly bring-your-own-tree
workshop with Tim Kong and Jay McDonald. Fee is
$10 for members, $20 for non-members.

April 20, 2010: Satsuki Azaleas
Darren and Laura Wong talking about satsuki
azaleas and their experiences studying in Japan.

May 4, 2010: Workshop

Starting at 7pm, our monthly bring-your-own-tree
workshop with Tim Kong and Jay McDonald. Fee is
$10 for members, $20 for non-members.

May 18, 2010: Ted Matson Returns!
Don't miss this one...the triumphant return of Ted
Matson.

For a full list of currently scheduled MBC events, see
http://www.marinbonsai.org/events/index.php.

Marin Bonsai Club
PO Box 437
Ross, CA 94957

www.marinbonsai.org

Address Correction Requested
Please Forward

é\
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2010 Marin Bonsai Club Officers:

President

VP Programs
VP Shows
Secretary
Treasurer
Historian
Librarian
News Editor
Hospitality
Docent Coord

Marin Bonsai Club

Alison Seaman
Candace Key
Jay McDonald

Jeanette Arnold

Frances Noles

Carolyn Robbins

Karen Stagg
Sharon Bone

Marlene Philley

Roger Lion

415-789-1167
415-491-1989
415-847-8909
415-883-2651
415-461-0437
415-460-0339
415-897-6824
415-898-9618
415-924-5134
415-924-5134
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