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Presidentôs Newsé 
 
August is a great time to evaluate your bonsai 

collection - the days are long and light, the air is 
warm and lazy. Deciduous trees are in their full 

foliage silhouette, the flowering trees have 

demonstrated their gorgeous blooms and are 
building fruit, and conifers continue their display of 

grandeur.  What could be better than surveying your 
creative output and natureôs work!  However, 

contemplation alone does not build a kingdom, 

albeit miniatureé Like any good governor of a 
community, assessing and categorizing strengths (to 

build on) and weaknesses (to fix) of a bonsai 
collection ensures you will have healthy, worthy 

specimens in the future. Iôve included an example 
Tree Inventory form that you might like to use to 

record your thoughts.  

 
For example: have you been hanging on to a so-so 

tree for the last 5 years in the hope that youôll be 
able to transform it into next yearôs highlighted 

Show specimen?  Do you have several Sierra 

Junipers with one that just doesnôt quite make the 
grade and could be swapped out for a much better 

something else?  Or, do you have (like me) more 
trees than space/carrying capacity or irrigation 

outlets?  Have you decided that you need a ñspecialò 
tree to fill a gap in your collection? Perhaps tree 

diversity and rarity is a goal, perhaps predictable, 

bullet-proof performance ï your criteria for creating 
a special collection will dictate what you plan to do.   

Once a collection is categorized in terms ñsell, keep 
or acquireò, the plan is easier to execute. 

 

Like any good, helpful club, weôre offering some 
handy options to consider if youôre planning to 

acquire new trees.   
 

Our August club meeting will be ñShow and Tell 
Bonsai Acquisitionò and will focus on what to look  

 

 
for when selecting bonsai trees ï ranging from pre-

bonsai material and collected specimens, to mature 
trees.  This will be a great way to brush up tips and 

tricks to use, as well as think about strategies that 

work for you. (My personal tip is to take a fellow 
bonsai enthusiast along to ensure I make a well-

thought out investment and prevent me from 
making a gratuitous purchase!) We want ALL our 

members to show a tree and swap stories on their 
tree acquisition experiences to round off the 

eveningôs entertainment. (See article below for why 

itôs really going to be worth your whileé) 
 

Having prepared everyone on acquisition tips, you 
can sell and buy trees and other bonsai materials at 

our September 17 Auction.  We look forward to a 

really large response to the Auction - itôs one of our 
main fund-raising activities, so come and give your 

support.  Auctions and shows around the Bay Area 
are always a great opportunity to buy good quality 

material, but our Auction will have some of the best 
bargains and quality material to be found anywhere! 

 

Enjoy your (hopefully) sunny August.  We look 
forward to seeing you at our upcoming club events. 

 
August 17 ï Show and Tell Bonsai Acquisition 

 

Now youôre reading this ï hereôs why youôll want to 
come.  Weôre offering some very nice raffle items 

(youôll have to come to find out what!) and youôll get 
a free ticket to enter the raffle. One ticket will be 

allocated per person (rather than per tree) who tells 

the group about their favorite acquisition and shows 
off their bonsai ñgemò.  The idea is to tell the 

audience:  
 

-  What made you buy the tree (why did you pick 
that special one/that species/etc)? 
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-  How did you go about making that particular 
selection (i.e. what attributes were you looking 

for, such as graceful trunk movement)? 
 

-  What would you do differently, if you were to 
make the same purchase again (for example, 

look at more specimens, go for a smaller size 
etc)?  Let us know what you learned from the 

experience. 

 
To be fair, and allow everyone to participate, weôll 

set a time limit per person. Please bring any photos, 
drawings or plans for the treeôs future to illustrate 

your story.  And donôt feel intimidated ï weôre a very 

friendly and lively club! 
 

To set the scene, Jay MacDonald will present 
ñEverything you should consider when acquiring a 

bonsai treeò.  Heôll provide an insiderôs knowledge 

on what to look for in Bonsai material that will 
become quality Show material.  As most of you 

know, Jay brings many years of experience, as well 
as stories to tell, about his own acquisitions and 

those of his customers.   
 

Please ask Jay and the other presenters as many 

questions as you like ï itôs a great opportunity to 
build some really useful tips and tricks. 

 
Call me, or email me with any questions you might 

have, and if you plan to tell a story (415-789-1167 

or alisonseaman@sbcglobal.net).   
  

- Alison Seaman 
 

 

August Meeting 
 

The program for our August meeting is expected be 
very entertaining and highly informative. One of the 

first questions new members and even long time 
club members ask is óWhere did you get that tree?ô 

The second question which is often not asked 

because it is assumed the tree was a beautiful 
bonsai from the beginning of its life is, óHow can I 

tell when Iôm looking at trees which ones have the 
most potential?ô  

 

The answers to both these questions are much more 
individual than you might expect. Some people like 

to grow from seed, others love the thrill of urban 
bonsai treasure and the challenge of collecting 

them, still others are more comfortable with stock 
from bonsai nurseries which has been developed 

with a certain shape in mind that they can then take 

 

to the next stage. The list goes on and on and as 

one builds and refines their collection they may 
accumulate bonsai from many of these sources. 

Knowing what to look for will save lots of time and 
money along the way. Many of these stories will be 

told at our meeting in August and questions 

answered along the way. We hope to see many 
members taking advantage of the wealth of 

knowledge and insights club members offer during 
what promises to be a fascinating evening. 

 
Special Note: Some significant trees in my collection 

have come from the membersô sale at the REBS 

show in Santa Rosa. This follows our August 
meeting program by a week, so be sure to attend 

and apply your newly bolstered óprime bonsai 
material identifying skillsô at this event, and while 

you are there enjoy one of the best - if not the best 

- bonsai shows in the Bay Area, catch 
demonstrations by bonsai master Kathy Shaner and 

shop ótil you drop at the vendor and members sales 
areas. It is a show not to be missed if you love 

bonsai. 
 

September - Club Auction 
 
It is still a month and a half away, but it is not at all 

too early to think about what you would like to sell 
at the Marin Bonsai Club Auction. This is a very 

important fund-raising event for the club and we 

need all members to participate in any and all ways 
they are able to make it successful.  

 
Do you have trees, pots, stands, books, tools you 

can donate or sell? The more the better! You can 

choose to donate all proceeds of the sale to the club 
or share just some of the revenue with the club. 

Last year, we had a separate sale table for those 
items too small or inexpensive for the auction per se 

which was very successful, so this is an area you 
can consider for your items as well.  

 

We also need worker bees for the auction table 
keeping track of the sales and runners to keep the 

flow of materials for sale moving briskly. If we have 
lots of good help then everyone can take a break 

when they need time to bid on items coming up. 

 
And we do need lots of bidders! Tell everyone you 

know to come for the fun and the food, if nothing 
else. If you have ideas on where we could post 

notices or advertise - more or less for free - please 

let us know. Success depends on getting the word 
out to any and all who would be interested as well 

as having lots of great material to sell. Please  
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reference the previously mentioned REBS show and 

sale for an idea for finding inexpensive trees you can 
dress up and repot in time for the auction. We need 

lots of material so donôt hold back. 
 

There will be more detail in the September 

newsletter, but please start thinking about how you 
can contribute and plan to be there on the 21st to 

help, buy and sell and make the Auction another 
great success.  

 
Beginners Workshop reminder - August 19-26, 

7-9 pm at MAGC - This is a great opportunity for 

friends, family members, anyone you know who 
might be interested in learning more about the art 

of bonsai to jump in with this excellent beginner's 
program. Tim Kong will lead the two class course 

with assistance from senior club members. 

Participants will learn about growing, styling, wiring 
and caring for bonsai while working on trees 

provided. Call Jeanette Arnold to reserve a place, 
415-883-2651. Space is limited so sign up early. The 

$70 fee includes 2 classes, trees, pot and wire. 
 

Plant Sale - Ruben Guzman let me know that he is 

having a summer sale with 30% off of all the plants 
he has, bonsai and otherwise. This is going on 

through Labor Day. Contact him at 925-837-7804 to 
arrange a time to come by and get directions. His 

email is rguzman6921@att.net. Danville location.  

 
Club Picnic at Lone Pine Bonsai Nursery - 

The club picnic, held at Lone Pine Gardens in 
Sebastopol, was a rousing success by all accounts. 

Thanks to our hosts the REBS club of Santa Rosa 
and Ian, Janet and Stephen Price of Lone Pine for 

the good food, camaraderie, beautiful scenery and 

excellent bonsai shopping. Party animals that they 
are, Marin club members closed the bar and went 

home with some handsome new trees for their 
efforts. Thanks to everyone who helped coordinate 

the event and all the delicious food, proving once 

again that good bonsai people are fabulous cooks 
too. 

 
- Candace Key 

 
 

 

 
 

 
The following photos were taken during our show at the 2010 Marin County Fair by photographer extraordinaire 

George Haas.  Thank you George!   

 

  
 

 

Japanese White Pine 
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California Juniper 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To see even more pictures of the show, 

check out the photos Craig Thompson has 

put on our website: 
http://marinbonsai.org/gallery/index.php 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Kingsville Boxwood 
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Corkbark Japanese Pine 
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TASKMASTER ï August 2010 

 
August can be a cruel month in the Bonsai world. 

the big temperature swings can be hard on the little 
trees, and so can the onslaught of bugs that love 

the warm weather. Trees that need repotting are 

especially in danger, and require close monitoring 
and special measures and contingency plans just as 

if they were a BP offshore well. 
 

When the temperatures go over ninety, the 
respiration rate on all trees declines or stops, so 

you'd think maybe less water, right? But no. The 

properly potted tree will require even more water, 
because the soil will dry out faster, and the smaller 

the pot the more so. For these trees automatic 
watering systems are a real help, and can be set for 

more than one watering per day. For any soil that 

stays moist, the job gets tougher. Jab a stick to the 
bottom of the pot through the soil in several places 

to ensure water and oxygen penetration, especially 
around the outer third of the surface; scratch at the 

soil every day to make sure it really needs water. 
Don't fertilize these plants until mid to late 

September to avoid root rot. If any tree shows wilt, 

the best procedure is to soak it to its rim in a 
shallow pan for a day and then set it in bright shade 

for two weeks to try to avoid twig and branch 
dieback. 

 

Remove wiring from Spring that seems too tight 
before it starts to mark the bark. Loosely wire Spring 

new growth that has hardened off enough. Pinch off 
new growth on all trees, but don't make any 

moderate to large pruning cuts with all this heat 

coming on. 
 

Mid August is a good time to remove all but two of 
the new buds on the pines, except where there are 

more than four at any location, where it's best to 
leave three. A good time, too, to cut any needles 

older than this year's growth to within 1/4 inch of 

the branch. Put the pines in the full sun and far 
enough from the house for a breeze and try not to 

mess with them much. 
 

Spray 3/4 strength Malathion or Sevin in the 

evenings once every two weeks, hard spray over 
and under the foliage frequently to try to keep the 

trees free of mites, aphids and scale, foliar feed 
every two weeks, and lightly wet all foliage in early 

mornings and late afternoons. 
 

 

 
Put all cascades in a water bath to 1/3 the depth of 

the cascade pot for the first week or two of August, 
and put all wisteria and willows in a good deep 

water dish until the end of September or so. 

 
Paint your jin and shari with full strength lime-sulfur 

for a good summer bleach-and-preserve effort, but 
keep it off the bark and soil. 

 
Paint your future a rosy color and refuse to accept 

anything less. 

 
Paint yourself into a corner and right back out again 

just to show you still got it, baby! 
 

Sleep a little extra this month or that old Summer 

sun might gitcha. 
 

- The Taskmaster 
 

 
 

 

 
 

BAY AREA BONSAI EVENTS 
 

 

Aug 28-29   Santa Rosa, CA 
Redwood Empire Bonsai Society (REBS): 27th 

Annual Show at the Santa Rosa Veterans Building, 
1351 Maple Avenue. (Opposite the Sonoma County 

Fairgrounds.) Hours are Saturday, 10AM-5PM and 

Sunday, 10AM-4PM. Over 200 trees on exhibit, large 
vendor area, members' sales area, raffles and a 

silent auction. Demonstration both days at 1:30PM 
by Kathy Shaner. Free admission and parking. 

Contact Bob Shimon at 707-884-4126 or 
shimon@mcn.org for further information. 

 

September 21    Ross, CA 
Marin Bonsai Club Annual Auction: Marin Art and 

Garden Center, Livermore Room, 50 Sir Frances 
Drake Blvd. Viewing at 7PM; auction starts at 

7:30PM. Specimen bonsai, pre-bonsai and 

everything in between, along with pots and bonsai 
related items will be auctioned. Checks and cash 

only; no credit cards. For more information, call 
Craig Thompson, 415-472-6685. 
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MARIN BONSAI CLUB EVENTS 

August 3, 2010: Workshop 
Starting at 7pm, our monthly bring-your-own-tree 
workshop with Tim Kong and Jay McDonald. Fee is 

$10 for members, $20 for non-members. 

August 17, 2010: Show and Tell 

7:30pm - Bring in a bonsai to show off and tell us 
the story. Did you collect it? Grow it from seed? Buy 

it from another member? Win it in a raffle? New 

members are always asking where to find bonsai. 
Come to this meeting and find out!  

September 7, 2010: Workshop 
Starting at 7pm, our monthly bring-your-own-tree 

workshop with Tim Kong and Jay McDonald. Fee is 
$10 for members, $20 for non-members.  

September 21, 2010: Auction 
Our annual auction starts at 7:30pm, viewing starts 

at 7pm. Bring a tree to sell, bring your checkbook to 
buy a tree, pot or other bonsai paraphernalia. Great 

deals will be had!!! 

For a full list of currently scheduled MBC events, see 

http://www.marinbonsai.og/events/index.php.

      

 

   

2010 Marin Bonsai Club Officers: 

President Alison Seaman 415-789-1167 

VP Programs Candace Key 415-491-1989  

VP Shows Jay McDonald 415-847-8909 

Secretary Jeanette Arnold 415-883-2651 

Treasurer Frances Noles 415-461-0437 

Historian Carolyn Robbins 415-460-0339 

Librarian Roger Lion 415-924-5134 

News Editor Sharon Bone 415-898-9618 

Hospitality Marlene Philley 415-924-5134 

Docent Coord Roger Lion 415-924-5134 
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Tree Inventory Date:

Common Name Species Age Acquisition Character Tree Repotting Fertilizer Comments

How/When Height Date Regime

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Character  Legend:  F - Formal Upright, IF - Informal Upright, WS - Windswept, C - Cascade, SC - Semi-Cascade, 

                  B - Broom style, BJ - Bunjin, G - Grove, R - Raft


