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From the President...

This last week has been so wet and cold that our
trees must be in true winter-style hyper-dormancy,
and of course in full silhouette with respect to the
deciduous ones. It's a great opportunity to think
about how they look now, and should be looking in
the future. Since we're often able to see the same
species being grown as large trees in the
surrounding Marin landscapes, making some
comparisons with the bonsai version makes it a lot
easier to see how to change branch position,
develop ramification and create pads where
necessary. Even taking time to look at a few of our
club library books for inspiration really helps to get
beyond making trees all look the same shape. But
sometimes, garnering sufficient knowledge to know
how and what to change for your particular tree
means getting hands-on, interactive advice.

Well, why not come along to a workshop
consultation with our really awesome, talented
bonsai artists, Tim Kong, Jay MacDonald, Chris Ross
and John Doig, at our regular club meetings? Ever
wondered how to fix “belly button” holes in trunks?
How to reposition branches and roots in the spots
where they should be? How to treat a rotted area?
Whether to repot now, and in what...? All these
questions and many, many more are discussed in a
very friendly and fun way. Now, it's fair to say you
might get more than one answer to the same
question, but isn't that life? Consider this thought,
the answers you will get are based on much
experience and practice. Informal discussions
amongst us benefit everyone and help to increase
the overall knowledge of the club! By the way, if
you think you can improve our knowledge too,
please don't hesitate to talk to Candace Key, our
Programs Director, so that she can add you to or
use the idea for our program activities list.
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And do take a look at our programs calendar, there’s
a great line-up of programs to help develop
knowledge to transform your living pieces of art.

For example, this last week we held the first ever
Bay Area inter-club Iron Bonsai contest between our
club and the Bonsai Society of San Francisco. It was
a truly great example of what happens when bonsai
people of all experience levels come together and
share their knowledge and gain more knowledge in
the process. We heard and saw some really
innovative and varied solutions for dealing with
some tricky design issues on raw material — see
‘Ross Rumble — A Duel to the Last Twig'.

The external events calendar is also really worth
looking at, too. Apart from the really amazing
Mammoth Sale at the Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt
at the end of February, where you can literally find
any bonsai-related bargain you could possibly need,
there are other useful events, such as the ‘Choosing
the Right Pot and Pot Swap’ general meeting on
February 11 at the Bonsai Society of San Francisco
where our club members can buy and sell pots at no
commission.

All this interest in Bonsai with the large nhumber of
upcoming events and activities is a demonstration,
in the words and haiku of John Yoshio Naka, of a

*....wonderful living art that has been spreading
throughout the world has brought pleasure and
enjoyment to so many. The study of bonsai never
seems to end. The more we advance the further the
goal seems to be. A bud today becomes a branch
tomorrow, and we must continue our determination
to learn all that nature has to offer.”



Base of the rainbow
The further it is pursued
The further it is.

John explained “It is like searching for the base of a
rainbow, the fun and enjoyment is during the
search.”

Enjoy your bonsai activities!

- Alison Seaman

Coming Attractions:

May might seem like a long way off, but it is not too
early to plan to attend the workshop with Ted
Matson on Sunday, May 16. Ted is one of the most
respected and best loved bonsai teachers in the
country and we are lucky to have been able to
schedule him for this time with our club members.

This will be a bring your own trees type workshop
and beginners as well as more experienced bonsai
enthusiasts will benefit greatly from the expert
advice on styling and Ted’s wealth of knowledge on
all things bonsai. We do not have the schedule or
cost set at this time, but we expect to offer 2 day
as well as full day sessions at a modest cost for the
quality of instruction you will receive. If you don't
think you have bonsai material worthy of Ted's
expertise you can take advantage of the many sales
and shows this winter and spring to pick up some
promising trees to bring to the workshop.

Although we don't have a formal schedule with Ted
we try to get him to the Marin club once a year, so
you will have the opportunity to follow through your
trees’ development with his guidance over time. It is
a wonderful opportunity we hope many members
will want to take advantage of. If enough people are
interested we may add Saturday workshops as well
as Sunday.

Mark your calendars and start planning now. Sign up
sheets will be at the February workshop and
meeting.
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Program Notes:

Thanks to the hard work of many and the
participation of all, we had an entertaining and
enlightening meeting in January premiering the first
ever inter-club Iron Bonsai event. Thanks to all who
worked hard to organize the details behind the
scenes, our worthy contestants, those who came,
enjoyed and bought raffle tickets and most of all, to
our esteemed guests from Bonsai Society of San
Francisco who braved nasty weather and even
worse traffic to come. It took a great deal of
determination for everyone to get there and we
greatly appreciate the effort and enthusiasm for the
program.

The month of February will be devoted to the
important, and in some instances, life-saving task of
repotting. We will be repotting on our meeting date
as well as at the workshop this month. Expert advice
is provided and there are a few club pots for sale at
a minimal cost if you don't have what you need for
your trees. Please bring a tub or something similar
to help contain the inevitable mess, and plastic to
protect the tables is greatly appreciated. The club
provides wire for securing trees to pots and this 3rd
Tuesday repotting workshop is free to club
members. Non-member charge is $20.

If you are unsure what kinds of trees should be
repotted at this time, here is a rough guideline:

Repot now:
Broadleaf evergreens, all deciduous trees, junipers
and deciduous oaks

Repot later in the winter or early spring:
Olives and tropical trees, pines, azaleas and
evergreen 0aks

- Candace Key

Ross Rumble — A Duel to the Last Twig

When our Iron Bonsai inter-club event
announcement came out it asked “Who will crack
under the pressure? Who will cut the wrong
branch? And who will wire their tree with the least
wires crossing?” Fortunately, while the pressure
was high, no-one cracked; the resulting “trees-in-
training” didn't suffer from wrongly cut branches,
and the MC/judge Tim Kong determined that the
wiring was true workmanship on both sides (clubs).



Indeed there was a high degree of suspense (as
promised), and generated much enthusiastic dialog
among all the participants and audience! Meanwhile
the rain outside continued to fall in torrents...

Roger Lion assists Lawrence LeClaire.

Three well-matched, dynamic duo teams
represented each club: Marin Bonsai Club teams
comprised Jeanette Arnold and Chris Ross; Sharon
Bone and John Doig; and Tim Burke and Dan Keller.
Bonsai Society of San Francisco was represented by
Lawrence LeClaire, John Edwards and Eric Schrader.
As we wanted to even the odds a little, Lawrence
was assisted by Roger Lion, Eric by Emily Shibata,
and John by Peter Miller. This of course also
fostered inter-club banter and entertaining
discussions.

Peter Miller watches John Edwards work his magic.

Tim Kong set the scene and tickets were drawn by
each team for their assigned tree. Since it was
stipulated by certain team members that they would
like to work on deciduous and flowering trees, each
team received one of these trees to work on:
Trident Maple; European Beech and Chinese Quince.

Chinese guince named Spot.

Once the teams got going, Tim engaged each after
the other in a very lively exchange by asking why
and what they were doing to their material. To help
the audience, he used similar questions for each
team, but of course got very different answers as all
the material exhibited different design challenges to
overcome, either due to species variation or due to
the growth practices already employed. Exploring
the tree’s potential through careful observation of
trunk, branches and roots, along with an analysis of
overall health was completed first. Then there was
a discussion of what would be done to develop
shape, movement and structure, which included
ideas on grafting; in-ground versus in-training-pot
development; coarse to fine branch development up
a tree and branch ramification.

After the teams put in some serious work, Tim asked
for suggestions on how and when to promote
growth, while challenging the audience to ask
questions of the teams as the process of
transformation took place. Finally, each team
offered some nicely detailed drawings on how the
lucky winner of the tree might continue to develop
its form.
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A Duel to the Last Twig ended once the teams had
completed their wiring and everyone had purchased
tickets to vote on their tree of choice. Using an age-
old democratic process the votes were counted and
the winning team declared. By a very narrow
margin, the Marin Bonsai Club (team Tim Burke and
Dan Keller) was declared the winner of the title, Iron
Bonsai. Congratulations to everyone who competed,
and many thanks are extended to the Bonsai Society
of San Francisco (BSSF) members who braved the
inclement weather and heavy traffic to join us.

We look forward to next year for a return match!

Before and After — Trident Maple
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Specific and memorable observations of the event
were:

X

There are many different techniques to create
neat wiring — as well as some great artists in
our club who teach how to do it very
successfully, and BSSF member Lawrence
LeClaire’s “Scissor Hands"” method demonstrated
yet another. He wielded a set of pliers per hand.
One set held the wire in position close to the
branch while the other hand and pliers wrapped
the wire — a truly fascinating process to observe
in progress!

Scar-healing of deciduous trees will occur
much faster and more attractively if the scar is
made longer than it is wide, and the scarred
cambium is continually abraded to avoid
thickened callous areas. For large deep wounds,
cut away all raised scar material and make the
wound area level with the surrounding bark.
Ensure green living cambium is exposed around
the wound hole before covering the wound with
latex sealant. Pack the indentation with wet
cotton that must remain damp for at least one
growth season.

Judicious use of approach and thread
grafting once a trunk is scar free, is a great
way to establish roots and branches in the right
place quickly, particularly if you don’t want to
wait for a bud to appear in the right place.

With thread-grafting, the new shoot (scion) that
is to be grafted is threaded through a hole made
in the wood of the recipient tree. The shoot
would normally come from somewhere else on
the tree, or come from a separate tree.

In approach grafting, the new shoot/root from
the same or another tree is pinned against the
edge of the bark and cambium layer of the
recipient tree until such time that the scion graft
has merged successfully.

In order that either type of graft can form a
union with the recipient tree, the matching
cambium that comes into contact between the
graft and recipient tree area must be removed.

Whenever repotting is done, to ensure nebari
(exposed root formation) is well positioned
around the trunk base, comb the roots out, if
possible, or consider wiring them into the right
position. Failing that, use ground layering (i.e.,
air-layering at the area where the trunk meets
the soil level) to create completely new nebari.



Workshop Etiquette

Our workshop meetings take time to set up and
even more time to break down. It really benefits
everyone if you can bring some protective covering
for your area of the table to ensure we maintain the
table surfaces and speed cleanup. And, if you can
spare a hand in the cleaning up of the floors,
removing garbage etc, it means everyone can finish
up earlier!

We also collect any old copper and aluminum wire
which we donate to Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt
so that they can recycle and get some much needed
funds for continuing the maintenance of the
collection. Please consider donating rather than
throwing away this valuable material.

- Alison Seaman

Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt

How lucky for all of us bonsai enthusiasts to live
in an area that rivals the beautiful Marin trees,
mountains, and streams, and is located only a few
miles away in the Lakeshore Garden Center in
Oakland, CA. Yes, you've all guessed it - the area
I'm speaking about is the Bonsai Garden at Lake
Merritt (the ‘Garden’) with its many bonsai trees,
suisekis (stones), and Japanese style streams and
bridges set in a place of peace and quiet.

If you haven't visited the Garden yet, you're in for a
wonderful experience. The first thing you'll notice is
the wooden Gate at the entrance to the Garden --
gateway to a world of bonsai that is familiar and yet
different, with trees that are beautiful, set in an
appropriate setting, and that change appearance as
the seasons change.

Not only are there many US visitors to this delightful
Garden, but many come from Canada and even
Europe. Reading their many comments written in
the guest book gives you a feeling of pride to be

a part of this Garden which is considered to be one
of the most beautiful Bonsai Gardens in the US.

Kathy Shaner, a Bonsai Master who studied in Japan
with Mr. Mitsuya, is the Curator at the Garden. She
willingly shares her knowledge of bonsai with any
one of us who volunteers time to the upkeep of the
Garden and maintenance of the bonsai trees. In

addition to Northern California volunteers who work
and study under Kathy's tutelage, many of her
students come from across the US to acquire proper
bonsai techniques. Some are Michigan bonsai club
members, Texas club members, in addition to the
assistant curator at the Arboretum in Washington,
DC. They come at different times of the year and
usually stay from a few days to a week. One
Michigan club member combines his visit with

his son to his study at the Garden.

With such a great bonsai exhibit so close to home
and a teacher of so much bonsai knowledge, we
should all get to know the Garden and our curator
well.

- Frances Noles

Docents at Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt

As you have heard at every workshop and meeting,
our Club is committed to provide docents (at least
two) at the Garden on the fourth Saturday of every
month from 10am to 1pm — only three hours! Now I
know our weekends are precious times to spend
with family, run errands, entertain, and relax. But
surely you can find some time to help in this regard.

We are blessed to have the Garden so close; it is
truly a remarkable site consisting of looking at
beautiful bonsai, being able to “adopt” a tree to
nurture it to its fullest potential, assisting Curator
Kathy Shaner with repotting, wiring, styling, and
attending various workshops.

It is not difficult being a docent—you already know
more than the casual visitor who comes in to the
Garden. You provide the guest with a pamphlet and
a descriptive listing of the various trees and click the
counter. If it is a “slow” day, walk around and study
the trees. And if Kathy or someone in authority is
there, you may be asked to assist her/him in
whatever needs to be done and that is a plus—what
a way to learn and improve.

Just remember that the total number of hours
volunteered (and this includes weeding on February
20) by the end of the year will enable you to get
raffle tickets for a special prize at our holiday party.
Now I know you want to get that.
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Weeding the Bonsai Garden at Lake
Merritt

We hope to see a lot of you on Saturday, February
20, 2010 from 10:30am to approximately 2:30pm
for weeding at The Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt.

It is our Club’s annual contribution to clean up the
Garden a week before the Mammoth Auction and
Sale. Bring a hat, gloves, weeding tools, knee pads,
and lunch!! The volunteer group from HOBA (Hands
On Bay Area) has removed some unwanted plants
and also deposited woods chips in crucial areas.
However, those nasty little weeds do somehow
manage to sneak up and we need to get rid of
them.

There will be a sign up sheet at the next workshop
and meeting so please — if you don't mind getting a
bit grungy and want to contribute to the Garden’s
enhancement — weed!!

Membership Renewal

It is that time again — just like taxes — to renew your
membership fees: Single $45; Family $65; Student
$25. The membership form will be attached to your
newsletter notification email or included with mailed
copies of the newsletter. Copies will also be
available at our next workshop or meeting.

Checks are payable to ‘Marin Bonsai Club’ and must
include your name, address and telephone number.
Dues should be given to Frances Noles, our
Treasurer or mailed to Marin Bonsai Club, PO Box
437, Ross, CA 94957.

It would be greatly appreciated if dues could be
submitted promptly and no later than March 31 to
be included in our directory.

Thank you all.

- Jeanette Arnold
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Stupid Trees and Fearless Bonsai

Please note, this story was written before working
with bonsai masters Kathy Shaner and Marco
Invernizzi this fall. No doubt they would be skeptical
of the technigues of bonsai practice described
below. Keep in mind this is merely one humble
bonsai enthusiast's experience and your mileage
may vary. You might even prefer a different vehicle.

Has this ever happened to you? There is a tree in
your collection, not really a bonsai tree, just some
mongrel tree, a cast off from a tree sale or auction,
something no one wanted and you couldn't bear to
toss it in the compost. It sits around for months or
even years. Someone may cynically encourage you
to plant it in the ground as it will never be a proper
bonsai; branches not in the right places, stick
straight trunk, sickly looking branches, multiple
apexes, the usual. But you hold onto it and it does
get fertilized with the rest of your good bonsai and
pretty soon it is looking green and healthy.

Part of you begins to think it might be a real bonsai
after all, but then you snap back to reality and see
that, green as it is, all the flaws you noticed in the
first place are still there. Eventually, perhaps on the
way to the compost bin in resignation, it ends up
sitting someplace where you notice it on a daily or
even an hourly basis. You are absentmindedly
talking on the phone and realize you are pruning the
tree in your mind. You see how the multiple tops
can be edited and tamed, how some branches could
be trained to fill in the spaces that seem so bare,
with just a little wire some movement could be
added to boring branch structure, and hey, it would
kind of look like a bonsai after all that.

Inevitably there are doubters. They ask you why you
are wasting time on this stupid tree, one that sure,
could be improved, but really don't you have far
better trees in your collection that deserve your time
and attention more? You protest that it is a good
practice tree. You could hone your wiring skills, train
your eye to follow the growth patterns and direct
the branch development, you could try those fancy
styling techniques that Kathy Shaner makes look so
easy (What, the branches aren't made of
butter?).You are temporarily convinced that the
doubters are right; you do have a limited amount of
time and what about Brucilla, the promising juniper
you started working on with bonsai master Peter
Adams? Surely she could use every minute you can
give her to wire and style her to the vision Peter had
imagined and drawn for her.



So the stupid tree sits for a while longer, still where
you see it daily waiting patiently. Stupid trees don't
expect to be your favorite, to be fawned over and
demand your constant energy. They are just there
when you are ready.

One day you wake up and your burning desire is to

wire the stupid tree. You start at the bottom as John

Doig instructed in his wiring class, and with the
heaviest wire you begin, twisting the wire carefully,

but also quickly. You don't have all day. This will just

take an hour. More branches are wired and it gets
easier as you go to finer wire. Easier both on your
hands and your head as well. You are beginning to
get it! Connecting two opposing branches with the
same wire, estimating the right size wire, keeping
the wires from crossing. It is all starting to be if not
second nature, then not such a labor to be endured.
Perhaps you had set a limit as to how long you
would take at this process, or how much wire you
would put on or how many branches you would do,
but now you can't stop. You are pruning as you
wire, realizing that many of the branches are just
not necessary. You have also been paying attention
to your teachers about how the tree grows and
know you can cut the branches way back and the
tree is healthy enough to survive a 2/3 reduction
and put on new growth closer to the trunk. Pruning,
wiring, styling goes on and on and at some point
you realize the whole afternoon has disappeared.

There before you is a fine tree, even though it looks
a bit like a plucked chicken, which has utilized every
skill and bonsai development tip you have
accumulated over the years, applied purposefully,
quickly, cheerfully and, somewhat surprisingly, even
skillfully. The light bulb went on so many times over
the course of the afternoon you lost track, but the
evidence was undeniable, you had turned the stupid
tree into something that while it might never be
classic bonsai, would be a fine looking tree and a
worthy display of the knowledge and abilities you
have acquired. The stupid tree allowed you to be
fearless in your application of those skills, and
instead of tentatively making small cuts or timid
placements of branches you whaled away at that
poor tree and you both were the better for it.

The stupid tree taught me I could be fearless in my
bonsai practice and both the tree and I would

benefit greatly. Now if I can just be fearless with the

trees I am more emotionally invested in, the stupid
tree will have proved to be not so stupid after all.
Brucilla, I hear you calling me. . .

Final note: The best place to shop for your own
Stupid Tree and not so stupid trees is at the
Mammoth Bonsai sales at the Bonsai Gardens at
Lake Merritt at the end of February. Don’t miss this
prime acquisition opportunity.

- Candace Key

The Stupid Tree
What, you were expecting good bonsai?
Note the ingenious use of zip ties as guy wires.
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TASKMASTER — February 2010

February in the North San Francisco bay area
microclimates poses an interesting set of problems
and opportunities for the bonsai artist. This year,
with all the rain we've had, and the Almanac
indicating the probability of more to come, lots of
pots must be tilted up on wedges to encourage
draining of standing water that could produce root
rot. The good news is that if there's a dry day or a
sheltered place to work, almost anything can be
repotted now, as the temperatures are mild and a
cold snap later of the sort that we get in our mild
Mediterranean way isn't likely to make much
difference. If the buds are swelling the time may
just be perfect to get new, better draining soil under
those wet roots. Young trees, especially, should be
repotted every year to keep smaller branches strong
and viable, and older or more established or finished
trees should be repotted every second or third year
to select and manage roots and reinvigorate the
growth habits of the tree.

Cut off about a third of the roots, especially the
larger, deeper ones, and keep as many fine lateral
roots as possible. Sprinkle a small amount of bone
meal in the lower part of the repotting soil to
encourage new root growth. Soak a toothbrush in
alcohol or white vinegar and brush off all the green
on the branches and all the moss on the trunk and
exposed roots. One of the best brushes is the large
two-headed one used for dentures. Select an
understated pot that doesn't distract the eye from
the tree, head back to short internodes to promote
twiggy growth, and set the trees in full sun areas.
Cold dry winds or a freeze of more than six hours
under thirty two degrees can harm bonsai, especially
the recently repotted ones, so keep an eye on the
weather. Setting them under the eaves or in the
garage for a day or two may still be necessary but
don't let that possibility deter you or slow you down.

In February just before or during the beginning of
bud swell is the last chance for dormant spraying.
It's too late if the color is beginning to show, but so
far in this area that only includes the quince, some
of the buckeye, and a few especially eager plants.
Neem oil, or some other horticultural ail, plus
Microcop (only for deciduous trees and especially
fruit trees) or other dormant spray now can save
buds, fruits, leaves and even those precious twigs
from fungus, mildew, blight, fruit drop and bugs
later on. Do it now, especially if you haven't been
keeping up with it this winter.
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Wiring now can be done in some cases, but bud
swell means bark and branch swell too, so keep a
loose soft hand, don't make the bending radical,
inspect it soon and often, and be prepared to
remove and replace it.

Winter still is strong, but it won't be long 'till spring
has sprong and the sun turns back on and the
turtle's song is heard throughout the glad and happy
land again.

- The Taskmaster

5k K kK kK 3k 5k K kK %k %k 5k k k k

RE-POTTING SEASON IS HERE!
Get your fresh Bonsai soil
$20.00 per Bucket
Contact Chris Ross or John Doig

3k %k %k %k 3k 5k K Kk %k %k k k k

Welcome
to our newest member!

Peter Jensen — Sausalito, CA

Refreshments for February:

Frances Noles and Jeanette Arnold



BAY AREA BONSAI EVENTS

February 5-7 Santa Nella, CA
California Shohin Society Seminar 2010

Hotel de Oro Conference Center. 13070 Santa Nella
Blvd. Workshops, Demonstrations, Exhibit and
Bazaar. Vendor sales area. Raffle. Single day walk-in
registration available. For registration info:
http://calshohin.webs.com/ or email
calshohin@yahoo.com.

February 11 San Francisco, CA
Bonsai Society of San Francisco, Hall of Flowers
(Strybing Arboretum) Ninth Avenue and Lincoln
Way, San Francisco. Thursday, 7:30pm. BSSF’s
February general meeting will be a program devoted
to choosing the best pot for your bonsai tree. They
will also host their second “Pot Swap”. The meeting
will be divided into three parts: A discussion about
bonsai pots and guidelines to choosing a pot for
your tree; A mini-critique/discussion of different
trees (supplied by the membership) and possible pot
selections; The main event - The Pot Swap. Open to
Marin Bonsai Club members. For more details:
http://www.bssf.org/meetings/february-2010-
general-meeting-choosing-a-pot-for-your-bonsai-
and-bonsai-pot-swap/

February 27-28 Oakland, CA
GSBF Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt: Mammoth
Fundraiser 2010 at the Lakeside Garden Center, 666
Bellevue Avenue. Saturday: Auction of fabulous
bonsai 1PM-4PM with preview at 12 Noon. Sunday:
Mammoth Fundraiser and Bazaar, 9AM-4PM.
Demonstration at 1:30PM by Collection Curator,
Kathy Shaner. Silent auction, vendors, benefit
drawings, raffles and a large consignment sale of
bonsai and bonsai related items. For general
information: http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org/lake-
merritt/ or Linda Soliven, 925-776-2342.

March 13-14 Oakland, CA
Bay Area Bonsai Associates: 29th Annual Show,
Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue.
Hours are Saturday, 4:30PM-10PM, and Sunday,
10AM-4PM. Demonstration and critique illustrating
design concepts by Dave DeGroot starts at 6PM,
Saturday, followed by a raffle. The plant and pot
sale, including related bonsai items (bonsai books,
tools, etc.) is continuous both days. Admission is
Free. For more information contact Jeff@saber.net
or 707-984-8012

March 20-21 Palo Alto, CA
Kusamura Bonsai Club will hold its 50th Anniversary
Show at Mitchell Park, 3800 Middlefield Road.
Admission is free. There will be demonstrations,
raffles, and club member tree sales both days. The
theme of the show is “Our Oldest Tree” and will
celebrate a founding sensei, Tosh Saburomaru and a
unique display of legacy trees from our members.
Guest demonstrator to be announced. For more
information contact Jerry Carpenter at (H) 408-557-
0166; (C) 408-823-9525 or jcsf1090@comcast.net

March 20-21 Scotts Valley, CA
Santa Cruz Bonsai Kai presents its 21st annual show
at the Scotts Valley Community Center, 360 Kings
Village Road from 10:30AM-4:30 PM. Demonstration
at 2PM on both days by Katsumi Kinoshita. Plant
sales, door prizes, demonstration tree raffle and
much more. For more information call 831-469-0688

March 27-28 San Jose, CA

San Jose Betsuin Bonsai Club: 40th Annual Bonsai
Exhibit at the San Jose Betsuin Buddhist Church,
640 North 5th Street. Hours are Saturday, 12-4PM,
and Sunday, 11AM-4PM. Demonstration at 1PM both
days by Harry Hirao, aka “Mr. California Juniper”
from Huntington Beach. Plant and vendor sales both
days. Free admission. For more information, call Ken
Azuma, 408-730-4506.

April 3-4 Sacramento, CA
Bonsai Sekiyu Kai: 33rd Annual Bonsai Show at the
Sacramento Betsuin Buddhist Church, 2401
Riverside Boulevard. Show hours are Saturday,
12Noon-5PM, and Sunday, 10AM-3:30PM.
Demonstration both days at 2PM by Bonsai Master
John Uchida. Refreshments, door prizes, raffles, and
sale of plants and bonsai tools. For additional
information contact Ron Krause at 916-481-4792.

April 24-25 Modesto, CA
Modesto Bonsai Club: 29th Annual Spring Show and
Sale at the Modesto Centre Plaza, 11th & K Streets.
Hours are Saturday, 10AM-5PM and Sunday, 11AM-
4PM. Demonstrations, raffles, auctions and sales
both days. Free Admission. For more information,
call Peter Camarena at 209-324-9181 or visit us at
www.ModestoBonsaiClub.com
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MARIN BONSAI CLUB EVENTS

February 2, 2010: Workshop

Starting at 7pm, this will be a repotting workshop
with Tim Kong and Jay McDonald. Fee is $10 for
members, $20 for non-members.

February 16, 2010: Repotting workshop B
7:30pm - This month the 3rd Tuesday meeting will Marin or\saiG!ub
be a repotting workshop. Bring your problem trees
to be repotted. Soil will be provided.

March 2, 2010: Workshop 2010 Marin Bonsai Club Officers:

Starting at 7pm, our monthly bring-your-own-tree President Alison Seaman 415-789-1167
workshop with Tim Kong and Jay McDonald. Fee is VP Programs  Candace Key 415-491-1989
$10 for members, $20 for non-members. VP Shows Jay McDonald 415-847-8909

Secretary Jeanette Arnold 415-883-2651
March 16, 2010: The Taskmaster Treasurer Frances Noles 415-461-0437
A presentation on horticulture and bonsai by our Historian Carolyn Robbins  415-460-0339
very own Taskmaster. Bring your pen and notebook! Librarian Karen Stagg 415-897-6824

News Editor Sharon Bone 415-898-9618
For a full list of currently scheduled MBC events, see Hospitality Marlene Philley 415-924-5134

http://www.marinbonsai.org/events/index.php.

Docent Coord Jeanette Arnold 415-883-2651
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