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President’s News… 
 
Along with the recent cycles of variable weather 

patterns we are also seeing changing rhythms of 
growth in our trees as they push into full Spring 

mode.  It is these rhythms of nature that need to be 

accommodated in the way we work with our trees.   
 

During his recent visit Ted Matson was also talking 
about rhythms.  Ted pointed out that the more 

persistent and consistent effort you put into growing 

a quality bonsai tree will force the tree to give you 
more of what you want to create with that tree.  As 

only a percentage of what the tree gives will be 
what you want, staying on top of the treeôs growth 

is vital. True words indeed! A great example of what 
he meant here is how to build ramification for all 

deciduous trees and broad leaf evergreens, once 

you have defined the basic trunk and primary 
branch structure.  During the growing period of 

Spring through Fall, the simple process of repeatedly 
and consistently cutting back leaves to a single pair 

for every branch on the tree will produce very 

noticeable, denser ramification in a single growth 
season.  Sporadic pruning and partial pruning of 

only some parts of the tree will result in poorer 
growth and it will take several seasons to achieve 

the equivalent, balanced look. 
 

And, of course, each tree species develops its own 

natural rhythm so itôs necessary to time essential 
maintenance accordingly.  For example, not all 

deciduous trees grow at the same rate, or produce 
the same amount of growth. While we might decide 

on a bi-weekly fertilizer schedule for most of our 

trees, some younger trees may require a less 
frequent regime for optimal, balanced, structural 

growth.   
 

Iôm in my third year of bonsai, and only now am I 
beginning to appreciate that by knowing a tree,  

 

 
noticing what happens during its growth cycle, and 

understanding that natural rhythm will help me 
master long term development on my terms. It 

takes time, patience and effort to note and build 

that knowledge for even a small collection of trees 
but it is well worth it as inevitably each tree will 

reward me with what I want much quicker. And I 
donôt want to wait years to see changes take effect.   

 
There were many more gems of wisdom that Ted 

Matsonôs visit provided to our club.  Everything from 

classic pest and disease management practices, 
basic carving techniques with electric carving tools, 

to bud selection, and creating the perfect needle 
cluster created a great learning experience for all.  

From those people who attended the May 16 and 17 

workshops, the feedback was consistently 
enthusiastic and most insightful (see separate 

article).  Many thanks go to Candace and John for so 
graciously hosting the workshops at their homes.  

Natureôs rhythms certainly played a key part in our 
work schedule during Mondayôs workshop ï we 

started work outside, and as rain poured, were able 

to move inside. Unbelievably Ted didnôt miss a beat 
and kept us all hard at work while we were setting 

up everything afresh.   
 

Tedôs club demonstration on May 18 provided great 

entertainment too (see article). David Stern won the 
beautiful juniper which Ted styled.  Thanks also go 

to Michaele Jaffe, who graciously donated a raffle 
prize of one of the Iron Man maple bonsais styled 

earlier this year.  REBS member Michael Murtaugh 

took that tree home to Santa Rosa.  And really 
delicious refreshments were provided by Richard 

Dobson ï thank you.  For those people who couldnôt 
see or work with Ted, you missed a great treat.  

However, we are trying to work with Ted to bring 
him back soon. Watch out for more news on that. 
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Looking forward to June and July, the club will offer 

some great activities with an extra spin.  Roger Lion 
has become the new librarian and plans to bring out 

the library for our meetings; there will be an 
excellent, interactive wiring demo by expert John 

Doig on June 15; and weôd like to introduce a new 

mentor/buddy system for those members who want 
to develop their knowledge and skills and get advice 

from more experienced members for their trees.  
Roger Lion has offered to act as ñbrokerò and will 

work with people who would like this kind of 
support, and help them to find a buddy, so please 

talk to him. This system is meant to supplement 

regular workshops rather than replace them!   
 

For July we are reminding all members that Marin 
Fair has again asked us to show our fabulous trees 

to the Marin public.  This is a great opportunity for 

us, and at the June 1 workshop Jay will review trees 
that members want to display and go through how 

to prepare them.  Please plan to sign up as docents 
ï the more you do, the better the chance of getting 

free entry and parking tickets! Donôt forget to hold 
the date of Sunday, July 25 for our annual picnic, 

which promises to be a very different experience for 

everyone.   
 

 
 

Workshop Etiquette 
 
We love to see members with or without trees, but if 

youôre coming as an observer please allow the 
instructor to work with the person to whom they are 

talking ï and resist the temptation to interrupt with 

questions.  And, thank you for helping to keep the 
work area clean! 

 
 

 

Ted Matson Workshop Magic Moments 
 

ñI found Ted to be very patient with an obvious love 
of the trees.  He is also very supportive in terms of 

the decisions that I made about various trees even if 
they are different than he would have done.  Also, I 

like the way he defies gravity with his glasses.ò  

- Nick Winer 
 
 
ñI loved the class and Ted.  His detailed instructions 

are consistent with his message.  His knowledge of 

so many different trees makes me feel comfortable 

 
 

 
bringing any of my trees to class.  Hot tip: Always 

prune in the summer for fruit and flowering trees, 
and winter for other deciduous, twig varieties.ò  

- Frances Noles 
 
 

ñThe moment I told Ted I was new, he immediately 
switched from how he coached others on their 

plants to showing me a simple structured way to get 
to success.  He taught me to jin, to trim and finally 

to wire. I left feeling far more confident that I can 

take the risk to do so much more.  He really 
connects.  But is this a tip that can be passed on? - 

no.  It is more how he related to my fears as a new 
practitioner with simple steps that built my 

competency.  Also being with the club members and 

seeing their plants which were so impressive, gave 
me that idea I'll be there in the future. Plus the 

community which I feel part of.ò 
- Danny Slomoff  
 
 

ñI knew of Ted by reputation only, but I trusted him 

with one of my first collected Juniper Sierras for 
initial styling.  His mild manner and teaching 

techniques provides a wonderful environment for 
learning.  Hot tip:  Reserve October for working on 

structure of California junipers e.g. branch work 

such as jinning, use November as a rest period, and 
then wire in December/January.ò   

- George Haas 
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ñWorking with Ted is very educational, hands-on and 
friendly.  He is a very approachable instructor.  I 

learned a lot about candling pines (when, how) and 
techniques for creating uniform needle clusters.ò  

- John Doig 
 
 

ñI had struggled for 3 years to understand my 
Hollywood juniper, Brucilla, which was just not 

progressing despite the advice of several 

knowledgeable teachers. Within a minute Ted had 
me understanding how to approach the styling of 

the tree and appreciating her potential in ways I 
never had before. He seemed to know intuitively 

what I was missing and his direction inspired me to 
a frenzy of wiring and pruning. My only regret is that 

I couldn't be in 2 places at once and take notes on 

all the good advice Ted was giving to others in our 
workshop. The depth and breadth of his knowledge 

is awe-inspiring.ò   
- Candace Key 
 

 
ñMy impression of Ted is that he possesses the 

knowledge of a great mountain wizard so you feel 
like youôre learning from the ancients themselves but 

he has the enthusiasm of a child. You want to give a 
sacrificial offering and adopt him at the same time.  

I'll never miss his workshop again.  He never took a 

minute for himself, not once; he was on his feet 
going from student to student the ENTIRE day.ò 

- Tim Burke 
 

 
Ted Matson Demo 
 

Ted started the demonstration with an observation: 
ñBonsai speaks as an art form to the gut.  When you 

analyze the potential of a tree, itôs possible to 

become paralyzed ï but when you work with 

impressions they are significant. Youôll see how the 

line, volume, and relativity of the structure shrike 
you ï and youôll work the material accordingly.ò 

 
He was referring to the excellent Shimpaku Juniper 

material we had acquired from this yearôs Bonsai 

Garden at Lake Merritt Mammoth Bonsai Sale, and 
was generalizing the emotions we all experience 

when evaluating a tree. Because the tree had a 
good, strong nebari, and nice trunk movement, 

along with partially trained lower branches that were 
still flexible, Ted suggested there were three options 

for styling: 

 
Option 1:  Build a low apex, Shohin using the tight 

lower branch wiring  
Option 2:  Retain the height of the tree and develop 

lots of dead wood in the top of the trunk 

Option 3:  Create a minimal, bunjin style tree which 
was retained only a little foliage in the crown 

 
After some consideration Ted went for option 2, as 

he felt that the tree would respond best to the 
styling treatment. As he worked on developing 

option 2 several issues were presented.  

 
Firstly, the spacing between the branches in the 

lower branch area did not work with the greater 
spacing between the upper branches within the tree. 

Interestingly, the distance between the nebari and 

first branch (tachegari), essentially determines the 
proportion of the rest of the tree and the gradual 

decrease in inter-node space between the remaining 
branches as you travel up the tree. Apparently the 

human brain will create a ñnaturalò tachegari which 

needs to be reinforced by what the eye actually 
sees. If the eye suddenly perceives some empty 

space in the middle of the trunk area the natural 
tachegari is thrown.  In addition, the tree had some 

naturally stacked branches which created monotony 
of rhythm, and would soon become a health risk to 

the tree due to the fact that light was being blocked 

from lower branches. 
 

Secondly, the tree looked young, and needed to be 
more naturally aged, but in a way that worked for 

the tree.  As Ted put it ñWe need to look at the 

lifeline of the tree, rather than how it should look at 
the end of our lifetime.  If you create a significant 

tree, create it for any collection that will be passed  
onò.  If jin and shari were to be introduced to ñageò 

the tree, the work must not interfere with the health 
of the tree. 
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Thirdly, although the tree had a great curving trunk, 

it needed to keep the existing branches on the curve 
to develop the importance of that curve.  Jinned 

branches would be put into the top of the tree.  
 

Lastly, the styling of the tree needed to reflect the 

rhythm of nature and its natural growth patterns. 
So, if work was done on primary branches, such as 

thinning, the remainder of the secondary and 
tertiary branches needed to be worked in the same 

way. The impact of an environmental factor, such as 
wind or the ravage of disease, will normally affect 

most, if not all, of a tree. Wiring of the branches 

should be consistent, and positioning should be 
closer to horizontal, to represent maturity. 

 

 
 
Ted began work quickly ï it was a rapid 

transformation during the branch thinning.  Scissors 
were used on the firmer branches, and fingers for 

peeling the jinned branches.  As the jinned branches 

were so ówetô they would be wired until they dried 
out sufficiently to retain their position.  Jinned 

branches were used to develop the ñravages of 
timeò story in the base of the tree, and some shari 

was used in the trunk to develop ñdramaò. Ted 
mentioned that American bonsais typically use the 

20% deadwood to 80% living wood shari technique, 

while Japanese bonsais show the reverse. 
 

A dental tool was used to pick off wood on the lower 
trunk and extend the shari using natural cracks 

connecting to a jin. Ted always cut the bark at the 

base of the jin before the bark was removed so that 
it doesnôt extend into the shari.  Also, when scraping 

the bark from a jin, if the bark is ógluedô to the tree, 
he lets nature and rain do the work of lifting and will 

only then use pliers to release the bark from the 

dead wood.  This also ensures that a natural-looking 
callus is formed. 

 

 
 
Finally the apex was jinned and remaining foliage 

thinned to the tip, again mirroring the same pattern 
that was created for the rest of the tree.  Wiring was 

completed, branches finally finished and the 
fabulous tree was ready for its debut, looking a lot 

more stately and aged.  

 
Thank you so much Ted, for such an informative 

show. 
 

- Alison Seaman 

 
 

IT’S FAIR TIME! 
 

We are on the alert for the Marin County Fair which 

is set for July 1ï5 at the Marin Civic Center 
Fairgrounds.  Our Clubôs display will be in the 

Redwood foyer of the Marin Veterans Memorial 
Auditorium.  Please note the following schedule: 

 
Tuesday, June 29  

5pm to 8pm:  

Drop off trees 
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Wednesday, June 30 

9am to 11am:   
Drop off trees.   

Trees dropped off after 11am may not be displayed. 
 

If you plan on showing a tree and need assistance, 

please be sure to attend the June 1 workshop in 
order to receive guidance from Tim and/or Jay. 

 
Every member should docent for at least one 

segment of the Fair exhibition.  Signup sheets will 
be available at the workshop and the meeting. 

 

- Jeanette Arnold 
 

 

May Meeting 
 

A huge thank you to Ted Matson for a fascinating 
discussion on the styling and development of a 

shimpaku juniper at our May meeting. It was clear 
from the close circle of audience members crowded 

around the demo table that Ted had everyoneôs full 

attention as he worked and talked, offering an 
almost endless stream of information about what he 

was doing and why. It was clear from the raw 
material that the tree had good potential, and Ted 

pruned and wired the sensuous tree into a very 
promising specimen. With a little more time for pads 

to fill out and carving to be done to reveal the 

drama of the life lines, this lovely tree, in the good 
care of raffle winner David Stern, will be show 

worthy in short order. Thanks again Ted! We hope 
to have you back soon. 

 

June Meeting 
 

John Doig will bring his popular wiring workshop to 
our June meeting for the second part of the series. 

This is a bring your own tree workshop where you 

will apply principles John discussed last year - and 
will review again for this workshop - to your own 

trees with Johnôs expert tutelage and that of his able 
assistant Chris Ross. Got wiring questions? John will 

answer them. Problems with crossed wires and 
wobbly branches? John and Chris will teach you how 

to look ahead to avoid sloppy and unstable wiring. 

Donôt know what size wire to use? Youôll find out.  
 

This is a great opportunity to get started wiring a 
tree you have avoided working on for fear of 

messing up. This workshop will get you off on the 

right foot. Even if you are a seasoned wirer bring 
your tree in and share your knowledge or learn a 

few new tricks. It should be a fun and educational 
meeting. Rumor has it there may be raffle prizes as 

well. 

John suggests working with aluminum wire for this 

workshop as it is softer and easier to handle. Copper 
provides more of a challenge. Please bring your own 

wire if you have it. There will be club aluminum wire 
provided for those who have not yet had a chance 

to buy their own.  

 

August Meeting - preview 
 
A heads up for the August meeting - we will present 

a Show-and-Tell program with members bringing in 

trees from their collections which have an interesting 
story to tell. We are particularly curious about how, 

when, where and why you acquired your tree. Was 
it grown from seed?, did you buy it as nursery stock 

and develop it into a bonsai? did you buy it from a 
bonsai nursery or another bonsai enthusiast? did 

you win it at a raffle? did you collect the tree from 

your backyard, the local cemetery or 10,000 feet 
elevation in the Sierra? We want to know how you 

and your tree found each other and what about the 
tree made you think it would be a good bonsai.  

 

The most frequent questions we get from new and 
almost new members is ówhere can I get bonsai 

material and how do I know it when I find it?ô. This 
presentation should give you many good clues to 

finding your own diamonds in the rough or dream 
bonsai.  

 

Alison Seaman will coordinate the discussion so 
please let her know what tree you would like to 

present. We expect a lively discussion and look 
forward to hearing your stories. 

 

 

Club Picnic 
 
Please mark your calendar for the Marin Bonsai Club 

picnic Sunday, July 25. This year we will combine 

forces with the REBS club in Santa Rosa and all 
meet at the Lone Pine Nursery in Sebastopol for 

some intra-club merriment and leisurely shopping at 
the lovely Lone Pine Nursery. We will set up carpools 

and provide easy to follow directions to Lone Pine 
which is about an hour from Marin. It is a beautiful 

park-like setting and owners Ian, Janice and Steve 

Price are most gracious hosts. We will have more 
information on times, cost and a signup sheet for 

potluck items at the June meeting. Hope you can all 
make it. 

 

- Candace Key 
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TASKMASTER – June 2010 
 
June in the North San Francisco Bay microclimates 

means cool-to-chilly nights, breezy or windy days, 
days that range back and forth from coolish-warm to 

warmish-cool, and a downright hot spell now and 

then for one to four days. This is highly entertaining 
to the bonsai crowd, of course, because it keeps us 

guessing about almost every single variable that can 
mess things up, plant-wise. 

 

But these mild temperatures are the very best 
growing conditions there can be, if we can grock the 

variables and roll with it, baby! So here's what you 
do... 

 
Full sun for everything most of the time, but on 

heatstroke days shade the pots of larger, healthier 

trees and set up bright or dappled shade for weak 
trees and tiny or very shallow pots. Foliar spray on 

windy and especially hot days. Morning sun only for 
recent repots and the cuttings of hardened-off 

spring growth that are being rooted this month. 

 
Bugs like these conditions too, so watch for bugs 

and scale or the signs that they're active, from 
folded, rolled or chewed-on foliage to wilted, 

withering, yellowed or stunted new growth, or even 
failure of new twigs. Spray Orthenex one week and 

Malathion the next in 25 to 30% reduced-strength 

solutions in the early morning or at evening, wetting 
the bark and foliage undersides well. For scale, use 

Volk oil in a course spray but cover the soil and pot 
with a rag or paper towel or two. 

 

When azaleas near the end of bloom, pinch off all 
remaining blossoms and buds to remove seeds and 

preserve the tree's energy for new growth. Cut all 
lower branch divisions to two per lower branch and 

three per upper branch and loosely wire the newest 
growth into place. Growth is vigorous now, so these 

wires will probably have to be removed in about six 

weeks or so. Make a note on your calendar, because 
azaleas scar very easily. 

 
Defoliation of non-fruiting and flowering broadleaf 

trees, except beeches, can be safely done on 

vigorous healthy trees every two to three years, and 
now is a better time than most, in general, in our 

area. Cut at the leaf and leave the petiole to feed 
the new, smaller leaf buds. Arrange bright shade 

instead of full sun, don't feed, and reduce water 

amount but not frequency for about three weeks. 
 

Pinch everything all the time, unless you need 
runaway growth to lengthen or thicken a branch. 

Otherwise all visits to your bonsai benches, however 

brief, should result in small green and perhaps 
fragrant stains on your fingertips. Remember that on 

junipers and such you pinch only the bright green 
outermost tips; and on hinoki, fir, cedar, and 

hemlock you pinch out only the one centerpiece tip. 

 
Now is prime time to air layer. Girdle the branch an 

inch or so wide, pack it with wet sphagnum moss, 
tape it in place so that it can't ever completely dry 

out, and wait till fall. Voila! New tree.  
 

Keep up with the candles on the pines, leaving the 

smallest and most interior ones alone to grow. 
Remove the other weaker smaller ones first, then 

ten days later the medium ones, then ten more days 
after that the strongest and biggest. How much to 

leave? The greenish remainder should be as long as 

the candle is thick. So next to nothing will remain on 
the smaller ones. And cut exactly straight across the 

candle with very sharp shears for best results of 
even growth rates for the new buds. 

 
See how the plants try so hard to rise upward, 

always upward, no matter how hard they're tied 

down, cut back, headed off? See how in spite of all, 
they unfurl their newest and best efforts every 

single day and face the sky and expect the best 
possible thing from every opportunity? See how they 

never lose focus and never stop trying? Not ever? 

Brothers and sisters, I exhort you: we, too, must 
always try mightily to rise. 

 
- The Taskmaster 

 

 

 

 
BAY AREA BONSAI EVENTS 
 
May 29   Danville, CA 

Ruben Guzmanôs Annual Plant Sale. 305 El Pintado 
Heights Drive. Hours 9am-3pm. Azaleas, junipers, 

pines, maples and more. Trained bonsai and stock 
plants in various sizes. For more info call  

925-837-7804, or email rguzman6921@att.net. 

 
June 5-6   San Mateo, CA 

Sei Boku Bonsai Kai: 27th Annual Show at the San 
Mateo Garden Center, 605 Parkside Way. Hours are 

10AM-4PM both days. Demonstrations at 1PM on 

Saturday by John óJTô Thompson and on Sunday by 
Valerie Monroe. A raffle will follow the demos. Plant 

and bonsai related items for sale and óDr. Bonsaiô 
tree clinic. Free admission. For more information 

contact Mike Haley. Mike.Haley@ucsf.edu. 
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June 6    Seaside, CA 

Monterey Bonsai Club 47th Annual Exhibition at the 
Monterey Buddhist Temple, 1155 Noche Buena. 

Show hours are 11AM-4PM. Demonstration at 
1:30PM by Katsumi Kinoshita. Sales area will include 

bonsai, pots and plants. For more information email 

Joe Byrd at joembyrd@pacbell.net 
 

June 12-13   Oakland, CA 
California Suiseki Society: 14th Annual Suiseki 

Exhibition, ñThe Japanese Art of Stone 
Appreciationò, at Lakeside Garden Center, 666 

Bellevue Avenue. Hours are 10AM-5PM both days. 

Suiseki for sale. For more information contact Felix 
Rivera, 510-527-6255 or e-mail 

felixsuiseki@gmail.com 
 

June 19   San Mateo, CA 

Steve Jang Bonsai Sale. 2084 Ticonderoga Drive. 
Hours 10am-3pm. Steve is scaling down his 

collection. Cash and carry only. 650-571-8159. 
 

July 1-5   San Rafael, CA 
Marin Bonsai Club: Bonsai Exhibit at the Marin 

County Fair, Veteran's Memorial Auditorium, 10 

Avenue of the Flags. Hours are 11AM-10PM daily. 
Admission to Fair is $14 for adults; $12 for seniors 

and children 5 to 12. For more information contact 
Craig Thompson, 415-472-6685. 

 

Aug 28-29   Santa Rosa, CA 
Redwood Empire Bonsai Society (REBS): 27th 

Annual Show at the Santa Rosa Veterans Building, 
1351 Maple Avenue. (Opposite the Sonoma County 

Fairgrounds.) Hours are Saturday, 10AM-5PM and 

Sunday, 10AM-4PM. Over 200 trees on exhibit, large 
vendor area, members' sales area, raffles and a 

silent auction. Demonstration both days at 1:30PM 
by Kathy Shaner. Free admission and parking. 

Contact Bob Shimon at 707-884-4126 or 
shimon@mcn.org for further information. 

 

 

 
Bay Area Satsuki Aikokai Show Review 
 

The Bay Area Satsuki Aikokai held their annual show 
of satsuki azaleas on May 22-23 at the Garden 

Center at Lake Merritt. This is one of the most 
beautiful shows of the year with many of the trees 

in full bloom exhibiting the wide variety and color of 

satsuki azaleas. Every year the show is unique 
because the timing of the blooms is so dependent 

on the weather. With such a cool spring this year, 
many early bloomers - usually spent and not show 

  

 Ancient azalea by Rick Garcia 

 
worthy in May - were just coming into perfection for 

this year's show. Those satsukis with a later 
blooming habit had a less flamboyant profile, but 

less blooms allowed the viewer to see and more fully 

appreciate the elegant structure of the trees. Just a 
hint of color in a tree with few flowers foretold the 

drama soon to play out, adding to the diversity of 
stories told by each tree.  

 

If you missed the show this year be sure to catch it 
next time. There is always a bounty of visual 

delights and many opportunities to learn about 
these extraordinary bonsai as well.  

 
- Candace Key 

 

 
 

 
Candace Key with matching Johnny Uchida Kinsai 
azalea. 
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MARIN BONSAI CLUB EVENTS 

June 1, 2010: Workshop 
Starting at 7pm, our monthly bring-your-own-tree 
workshop with Tim Kong and Jay McDonald. Fee is 

$10 for members, $20 for non-members.  

June 15, 2010: Demonstration 

Wiring workshop with John Doig. 

July 1, 2010: Bonsai Show at the Fair 

Our annual summer show will be held at the Marin 
County Fair, July 1 - July 5 at the Marin Civic Center 

auditorium. Hours are 11am to 10pm daily.  

August 3, 2010: Workshop 

Starting at 7pm, our monthly bring-your-own-tree 
workshop with Tim Kong and Jay McDonald. Fee is 

$10 for members, $20 for non-members. 

For a full list of currently scheduled MBC events, see 

http://www.marinbonsai.og/events/index.php.

      

 

   

2010 Marin Bonsai Club Officers: 

President Alison Seaman 415-789-1167 

VP Programs Candace Key 415-491-1989  

VP Shows Jay McDonald 415-847-8909 

Secretary Jeanette Arnold 415-883-2651 

Treasurer Frances Noles 415-461-0437 

Historian Carolyn Robbins 415-460-0339 

Librarian Roger Lion 415-924-5134 

News Editor Sharon Bone 415-898-9618 

Hospitality Marlene Philley 415-924-5134 

Docent Coord Roger Lion 415-924-5134 

 

Bonsai Wire 

June 2010 

Marin Bonsai Club 

PO Box 437 
Ross, CA 94957 

 
www.marinbonsai.org 

 

Address Correction Requested 
Please Forward 

 
 

 
 

http://www.marinbonsai.og/events/index.php
http://www.marinbonsai.org/

