
From the VP of Programs...

Congratulations everybody on another excellent 
Marin County Fair Show. We almost take it for 
granted. We’ve had such a great display there 
for so many years running that anything less 
than outstanding would startle us. We of course 
have our excellent VP of Shows, Jay McDonald, 
to thank for that. A handful of us show up on 
setup day to bring trees and help out wherever 
we can, and even more find time to docent at 
least once, but Jay pretty much puts the whole 
show together. Other prominent faces on setup 
day and people who helped with docent duty 
were Candace Key, Alan Voight, Craig Thomp-
son, John Doig, Frances Noles, Peter Miller, 
Roger Lion, Marlene Philley, Danny Slomoff, 
Alison Seaman, Dennis Plait, Tim Burke, Art & 
Jessica Wasserman, and David Stern. I’m cer-
tain there were others, especially for the docent 
duty, but these are the people I remember see-
ing. Oh, and a personal thanks to Andy Lafrenz, 
who stayed behind on cleanup day to keep an 
eye on my trees!

If you didn’t take part in, or at least drop by the 
fair show, you really missed the fun. And I’m 
not just blowing smoke; I truly enjoy my time 
helping with the fair and honestly wish I could 
contribute more time to it. So many of the visi-
tors are seeing bonsai for the first time and it’s 
such a good feeling to see how much they enjoy 
them. And then there’s catching up with other 
members who are on duty at the same time as 
you, plus meeting all sorts of members and 
members’ family and friends who drop by. I got 
to meet Adam Petras for the first time, who I 
learned has been a member for a long time but 

doesn’t make it to events as much as he’d like 
these days. I enjoyed talking to him about past 
club happenings and hearing his perspective on 
current stuff.

Perhaps some of you reading this are similar to 
Adam: you still like being a member and care 
about bonsai, but you’ve just drifted away. Well, 
if ever you wanted to start getting more in-
volved again, now is the time. The Board has 
made final decisions about how to enhance the 
educational value of our club. Starting in Sep-
tember, we are going to receive repeated in-
struction from the esteemed Peter Tea, on four 
separate occasions throughout the next 12 
months, once per season. You will learn more 
about this from Candace Key, to whom we are 
all indebted for organizing this excellent oppor-
tunity.

There is a lot going on this month. First there is 
an ordinary workshop on the 5th, followed by 
our annual auction on the 19th. Our annual Be-
ginners’ Workshop is taking place on consecu-
tive Thursday nights, the 21st and 28th, for a $70 
fee (contact me for more info and to sign up, or 
simply mail a check to the club’s address to re-
serve a spot immediately). And don’t forget that 
REBS is having their 31st annual show on the 
23rd and 24th.

I’m sure Candace is talking this up plenty, but I 
want to remind you all myself to do what you 
can for the auction. This is one of the most 
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From the VP of Programs Continued…

important and fun events of the year for our 
club, and it would be impossible without contri-
butions of material and time by club members. 
It is also one of the most accessible events for 
the general public, in terms of being able to 
participate without knowing much or anything 
about bonsai, and it’s our only event from 
which they can purchase something.

As the deciduous ones begin to harden off and 
the evergreens begin popping vigorous new 
growth in the warm weather, I hope you’re 
finding time to just sit and enjoy your trees. I 
could simply stare at them for hours . . . and 
never stop seeing new things!

David Eichhorn

Auction Time!

The annual club auction is upon us! Tuesday 
August 19 we will be wheeling and dealing and 
hopefully making lots of money for the club. It 
is rumored that there will be some fine bonsai 
being auctioned as well as promising pre-
bonsai material, stands and pots. This is one 
event you don’t want to miss even if you aren’t 
in a buying mood. It is just plain fun.

We have a new location for the auction this 
year - the Marin Society of Artists building at 
the Marin Art and Garden Center. Most of you 
have attended meetings in this building. It is 
on the right as you drive in the main gate and 
there is a parking area adjacent. Preview be-
gins at 7:00 with the auction starting at 7:30, 
right after a brief club meeting.

Many of you will be there early because you 
have generously offered to help with the auc-
tion, or have been mercilessly drafted. In ei-
ther case, thank you so much for your assis-
tance. There will be certain challenges this 
year because of the changed venue, but I 
know we can rely on our ace team to do a fan-
tastic job. If you haven’t volunteered or been 
drafted yet and can help, please let Candace 
know.

Publicity is always our biggest challenge. We 
will have notices in the local papers and local 
bonsai clubs will make announcements in their 
newsletters, but please talk the event up with 
friends and colleagues who you think might be 
interested.

Auction Particulars:

Preview starts at 7:00 - We are asking 
members to be there early to answer 
questions and advise on auction material. 
Please wear your hapi coats if you have 
them so visitors can identify club members.

•
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Auction Continued…

Refreshments will be served

Cash and checks only

The MSA building will be open at 5:00 for tree 
delivery and we need all items to be set up by 
6:45. Inventory forms need to be filled out for 
all trees be they consignment or donations so 
we can keep track of the sales, and identifica-
tion tags are required on all donation AND 
consignment trees.

Please consider if you will require a minimum 
bid on either a donation or consignment item. 
We will clearly mark the tags with this infor-
mation, but it helps to have numbers firmly in 
mind before you get to MAGC on Auction 
night. We will have forms and tags available 
at the August 5 workshop. If you can’t pick 
them up then please come early on auction 
night so you aren’t doing paperwork at the 
last minute.

We are always very grateful for donations to 
the club and encourage members to donate 
items outright when they can. However, if you 
need/want to make money off the sale your-
self then there are 2 options; splitting the pro-
ceeds 50/50 with the club or an 80/20 split 
with the member taking 80%. The club will 
cap their share of the proceeds from sales of 
more expensive trees at $100. This is to en-
courage members to bring their better trees 
and know they will get the maximum for their 
investment in the tree when selling it at the 
auction.

Here are some tips and ground rules for this 
year's auction:

Bonsai pots are welcome, but they need 
to be clean and in good condition. Please 
consider grouping pots together to make 
the $20 auction minimum as sadly most 
pots do not go for higher prices. Special 
pots certainly can stand on their own in 
the auction or on the sales table.

Trees that are well groomed, clear of 
weeds and moss and nicely potted in a 
bonsai pot will bring the highest prices. 
Pots are also naturally more attractive and 
appear more valuable when they are 
clean. No cracked or chipped pots can be 
accepted.

No sick trees please!

Sales Table:

All decent trees and pots are welcome for 
auction, but we have seen in the past that 
the auction can get bogged down on 
small ticket items when we would really 
like to spend our time (and make more 
money) on the more expensive trees and 
pots. We will not be auctioning any item 
we don't think will command at least $20. 
However, the SALES TABLE has been a 
successful addition to the event, so we 
will have an area where members can put 
a price on the item and anyone who 
wants to buy it outright can. There is no 
upper or lower limit price on sale trees.

The same consignment splits mentioned 
above apply for sales trees. All unsold 
items need to go home with you or they 
will go in the trash.

Please invite anyone you can think of who has 
an interest in bonsai! There will be items of all 
prices and quality, certainly something for 
everyone.

Come early with your items for auction, bid 
often and high, stay late and pick up those 
end-of the-auction bargains to help us make 
this our best auction ever!

Call Candace with questions, and please let 
her know if you can work as a runner or num-
bers keeper on Auction night. Thank you!

Candace Key

•
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Beginners’ Workshops in August

As most of you know we hold a 2 part series of 
Beginners’ Workshops at the end of August. 
Many people who attend the Fair in July have 
signed up, but the course is open to Marin 
Bonsai Club members as well. If you have nev-
er taken a beginning bonsai course or want a 
refresher these classes are a great opportunity 
to sharpen your skills. Taught by Chris Ross 
and John Doig you will learn everything you 
need to know to get started; how to select 
trees for bonsai, how they are grown and how 
to keep them healthy, how to style different 
species, what growing medium is best, which 
pots to use, all that good stuff. This year Roger 
Lion will give a talk on bonsai basics at the be-
ginning of the first workshop, so even if you 
don’t need the training part of the program this 
would be a good session for members to at-
tend. Roger will bring lots of examples from his 
beautiful collection and it should be a good 
program. If you do the 2 session course, in 
which you will style and wire 2 trees, the cost 
is $70. Dates are Thursdays August 21 and 28. 
Attending Roger’s lecture is free for club mem-
bers. Please sign up with David Eichhorn if you, 
a family member or friend would like to attend.

Candace Key

Marin Bonsai announces Peter 
Tea Bonsai Development classes 
starting in September

At our last meeting the Marin Bonsai Club 
Board of Directors voted to invest in a major 
education initiative for club members by con-
tracting with bonsai professional Peter Tea to 
lead a series of bonsai development classes. 
Starting in September Peter will present illus-
trated lectures on the best techniques and 
methods for developing high quality bonsai. 
The focus of the classes will be deciduous 

trees, with an emphasis on trident maples, and 
junipers since these types of trees are devel-
oped and styled in very different ways, and 
represent techniques that can be applied to a 
wider range of tree species. Class dates are 
planned to coincide with the proper season for 
working on the trees and members will be en-
couraged to follow along with their own trees 
to gain the maximum benefit from Peter’s 
talks.

We’ll have much more to say about this excit-
ing opportunity in the September newsletter, 
so stay tuned. In the meantime, be on the 
lookout for trident maples and junipers that 
would be great ‘class trees’ to follow through 
the development cycle with Peter.

And who is Peter Tea? Simply put, he is a tal-
ented bonsai artist and the best bonsai educa-
tor many in the bonsai community have had 
the good fortune to work with. Peter got into 
bonsai in 2001 as a hobbiest, but he learned 
quickly, and soon intensified his study with Bay 
Area bonsai master Boon Manakitivipart before 
moving to Japan to study full time at the 
Aichien Bonsai Nursery under Junichiro Tanaka. 
Peter is not only an exceptional bonsai artist, 
but has a masterful ability to impart what he 
knows to others. His way of teaching the var-
ied and complex details of bonsai in clear, suc-
cinct illustrations makes light bulbs go off 
across the room. It is unique to have a bonsai 
professional of Peter’s caliber bring this level of 
instruction to the club level. We hope all club 
members, experienced and absolute beginners, 
will take advantage of this rare opportunity.

Candace Key
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The Taskmaster, August 2014

August in the San Francisco bay area microcli-
mates is still big time, eat 'em up sunshine 
Summer, still hot days and the periodic drying 
and singeing winds that burn leaves, and still 
encouraging the bugs and fungi and mildews 
that thrive on heat and moisture. In other plac-
es, it's Autumn. But here?-Summer.

So it's a poor time to repot most things, and 
the things that get repotted in the Fall should 
not have extensive root pruning done, which 
means if you think you must repot now or 
through October, you'll have to repot much 
sooner next time.

Fertilizing now with a good slow-release organ-
ic mix like cottonseed/bone meal in a 70/30% 
proportional split with a scoop of kelp meal 
added for micronutrients and manganese is 
essential for setting strong and numerous new 
buds for next Spring. This should be the first 
nitrogen boost in the last couple of months, 
and will make the trees turn Fall colors at the 
right time and beef up for the overwintering 
effort they must make. There is no soluble fer-
tilizer as complete or as good or as long-lasting 
as the ones that you sprinkle on and scratch in, 
but Max Sea is a distant second best even 
though its nitrogen is too high and half of it 
comes from urine.

Speaking of Fall color, all the deciduous trees 
should now be moved to more full sun and 
then, in 2-3 weeks, true full sun for the Fall 
show of color and the setting of Spring buds 
for leaves and flowers and fruits. Pull them 
back briefly into some shielding when the 
warm winds whip around to avoid leaf burn.

Leaves that turn yellow now may just be aging 
castoffs, but if there's a lot of them, there may 
be a problem. Only the older leaves turning 
yellow in large numbers usually means not 
enough potassium and/or nitrogen. Mostly 
younger yellowed leaves usually means not 
enough iron and/or manganese. Yellowed edg-
es is usually low magnesium and/or potassium. 
Yellow between the veins on all or lots of 
leaves is usually the lack of iron and possibly 
manganese. These findings are so common 
that each of these elements can be found in 

good nurseries and hydroponics stores, and 
are sold separately with instructions for use. 
Using a mix that includes all elements compli-
cates the problem for the future and should 
not be used.

And speaking of trace elements, add a tea-
spoon of Epsom salts per gallon to the first 
real feeding of azaleas for this season, be-
cause that is pure magnesium sulfate, and the 
azaleas thrive when magnesium, sulfur, and 
the extra acidity is added to the fertilizer.

Water now becomes an issue, too, because 
the plants begin to react to the shortening 
days and the ever more indirect sunbeams and 
begin to slow their growth rates and use less 
water even though the days are warm or even 
still hot. The solution is usually to water as 
often but not as much, to avoid both being 
boggy and drying out.   

Check all wires and remove the tight ones. 
Wiring should not be done now on deciduous 
trees until leaf drop, and evergreens can be 
wired but only loosely because now they begin 
to fatten for a season, more than lengthen.

Keep willows, wisteria, pomegranates and all 
tall cascade pots in their one-third to one-half 
depth water baths for another month or so.

Use some Malathion or other bug controller 
now, as the seasonal change just beginning 
makes them dig into bark and soil and branch 
and leaf joints to lay eggs and begin to pre-
pare to overwinter in your trees.

You have to overwinter, too, but not much 
preparation is necessary just yet. Just keep 
your heart open for the slow turning of the 
season, your eyes open for the slow change in 
the heavens of the dear old Autumn constella-
tions, and get your spirit all purged and ready 
to welcome the rising of this year's full harvest 
moon. Glory is on the rise.

The Taskmaster
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Upcoming Northern California
Bonsai Events

San Francisco Suiseki Kai: 33rd Annual 
Suiseki Exhibit at the Union Bank Community 
Room, Japan Center, 1675 Post Street. 10 AM –
5 PM both days. Our show coincides with the 
41st annual Nihonmachi Street Fair, so come 
early and enjoy your day in San Francisco’s his-
toric Japan Town! Suiseki and stone sales. For 
more information, con-
tact sfsuisekikai@gmail.comor visit http://
sfsuisekikai.wordpress.com

31th Annual show at the Santa Rosa 
Veterans building, 1351 Maple Ave. 10 AM – 5 
PM Saturday and 10 AM – 4 PM Sunday with 
demonstrations both days at 1 PM by club 
sensei Kathy Shaner. Large exhibit of members’ 
trees, vendors’ sales room, members’ sales 
room, raffle and silent auction. Free admission, 
parking and treats. Contact Bob Shimon @ 707-
884-4126 or shimon@mcn.org

at the corner 
of Ninth Ave and Lincoln Way. Enter through 
the parking lot at Tenth Ave and Lincoln and 
walk along the south side of the building to the 
club room.  Pre-Bonsai, Bonsai, and Pots will be 
for sale.  Or, just stop by and visit with our old 
friend Tim Kong.  For more information, please 
contact Robert Smith at  
rwsmithtbn@earthlink.net.

Midori Bonsai Club: 53rd annual show at the 
Northside Community Center, 488 6th St. Hours 
are 10 AM – 5 PM with demonstration at 1 PM 
by Juan Cruz (tree will be raffled off). Beginner’s 
workshop from 10 AM – 1 PM. Advice from Dr. 
Bonsai for trees brought in. Large plant sale by 
club members along with many vendors with 
bonsai supplies and trees. Free admission and 
parking. For more information contact John 
Thompson at jtbonsai@gmail.com

The deadline for the Bonsai Wire 
Newsletter is the Saturday following the 
Club’s Monthly General Meeting.  

Please email any news, articles, event                                  
info, Haiku, photos etc. to: 
mbcnews@marinbonsai.org

August 2 – 3, 201, San Francisco, Califor-
nia 

August 23 – 24, 2014 Santa Rosa, 
California Redwood Empire Bonsai Society 
(REBS):

September 11, 2014: San Francisco, 
California: Bonsai Society San Francisco
(BSSF) Annual Auction, 7:30 pm, at Hall of 
Flowers (Strybing Arboretum)

October 4, 2014, San Jose, California

Bonsai Wire Newsletter 
Submissions:



August 5, 2014:  Monthly Workshop,
Multipurpose Room, 7 PM.

August 19, 2014:  Annual Auction, 
Marin Society of Artists, 7:30 PM.

August 21 & 28 2014: Beginners Work-
shop, Multipurpose Room 7 PM—9 PM.

September 2, 2014:  Monthly Workshop,
Multipurpose Room, 7 PM.

September 16, 2014:  Monthly Meeting, 
Multipurpose Room, 7:30 PM.  

Marin Bonsai Club 

2014 Marin Bonsai Club Officers: 

  Free for mem-
bers. $10 for non-members.

  

  Free for mem-
bers. $10 for non-members.

Peter Tea lec-
turing on Bonsai Development.

PO Box 437 
Ross, CA 94957 
www.marinbonsai.org 
Address Correction Requested 
Please Forward 

President         Tim Burke   415-259-7372
VP Programs    David Eichhorn     415-888-3756 
VP Shows        Jay McDonald       415-847-8909 
Secretary         Candace Key        415-491-1989
                Daniel Keller        415-453-7265
Treasurer         Art Wasserman    415-454-3077 
Historian          Carolyn Robbins   415-460-0339 
Librarian          Roger Lion           415-924-5134 
Webmaster      Sharon Bone        415-898-9618 
Newsletter       Scott Piatanesi   415-456-6848
Hospitality       Marlene Philley     415-924-5134 
Docent Coord   Vacant 

Marin  Bonsai Club Events
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