
From the President...

Say Hey Gang,

How goes the spring? Full of new buds, needles 
and flowers I hope.

As for the club we are full of Iron Bonsai, Jonas 
Dupich and the Marin County Fair.

Invitations to REBS and BSSF(Bonsai Society of 
San Francisco) have gone out, and the ultimate 
three club iron bonsai competition is in the 
works. We have booked the MSA building. I will 
be getting the key in advance…….If you made 
the event last year I know you'll be there this 
year as it was such a blast and we had SIX ex-
cellent trees raffled at the close of the night. If 
you weren't there last year, you blew it, don't do 
it again.

June 3rd we will welcome back Jonas Dupich, 
creator and reporter for bonsaitonight.com 
Jonas was a treat last year and has been asked 
back with great demand this year. We will com-
bine our workshop with a lecture on pine care. 
Bring your trees and tools, we will meet in the 
Multipurpose room as usual. Jonas will lend his 
expertise and his hand to bringing our trees to 
the next level.

Lastly, the Marin County Fair is right around the 
corner. This is actually a great fund raiser for 
our club and a very important venue for us. Not 
only are we paid as a club to display, but it is a 

welcoming party for new members and interest-
ed general public potentials. If you volunteer 
your time, you will receive free tickets to the 
fair, and it’s a great time to meet and greet. Get 
your trees looking there best, polish those pots 
and moss that soil. If your tree has exposed 
soil, you should cover it with some moss.

We don't have a meeting in July but a beginner 
workshop is in the works.

In August we will host our auction in the MSA 
building, I'm working on a photo shoot for the 
trees to get on line for public preview and a 
packed house. The details to follow.

That's all for now, if I missed someone or some-
thing I'm, sorry but I'm over booked working on 
my trees

Get Wired,

Tim
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Spring is certainly a time of change, and the 
Marin Bonsai Club has been all about change 
lately. Trying to change our regular meeting 
place, making last-minute changes to the pro-
gram, and most recently doing a demonstra-
tion on the fly. Thank you all for your patience 
as our club goes through a few growing pains.

If you weren't at the April 15th ficus demon-
stration with Craig Thompson and Jim Gremel, 
then you missed a good one. It was fun, edu-
cational, and rather unique. I probably should-
n't go into too many details because they 
would be somewhat embarrassing and possibly 
even incriminating, but I can say that the 
whole event took place in a random outdoor 
tent with makeshift lights illuminating every-
thing. It was thrown together with a hope and 
a prayer, and a healthy dose of luck, but eve-
rything worked out and I think everybody en-
joyed the special ambience.

Jim worked on a cascade-style Burtt davyii 
"nana" ficus, tidying up its branches and plac-
ing it into a medium-tall, subtly colored pot of 
his own creation, while Craig talked about the 
particular needs and attributes of ficus trees in 
general. Jim had brought four successful cut-
tings from a Tiger Bark ficus, and kept adding 
more cuttings to the containers as he worked. 
Between those, the main tree, and two suc-
cessful Burtt davyii "nana" cuttings I brought in 
a single container, there were quite a lot of 
ficus trees raffled at the end of the evening. 
The main cascade tree went to Daniel Keller, 
who I'm sure will continue its development to 
show-worthiness in no time.

There were many things we learned about 
ficus trees that night. Being a tropical species, 
they prefer environmental conditions as much 
like a jungle as possible. Warmth, humidity, 
dappled to full sun, and well draining soil are 
all things ficuses love. They respond well to 
pruning, back-bud very easily, and their trunks 
tend to quickly beef up and gnarl, making 
them excellent bonsai material. One interesting 

tidbit Craig related to us from the book he had 
with him involved a process whereby roots are 
encouraged to start on the underside of 
branches, and by inserting them into a drinking 
straw that is then inserted into the soil, dra-
matic aerial roots can be created. Craig pointed 
out that this is only possible in true tropical 
climates, but I can't help wondering if it could 
somehow be done here . . .. In any case, it's a 
good illustration of how readily ficuses can de-
velop roots and how the trees can be manipu-
lated into many different forms and styles. And 
ficuses are one of the few rare exceptions 
we're thinking of when we're constantly telling 
people, "bonsai are all grown outdoors." 
With enough warm sun and fertilizer, a ficus 
will grow almost anywhere.

Although last-minute changes have been mak-
ing this challenging, I'm still going to do my 
best to tell you what we're up to for the next 
two months, the span we have to cover with 
this one newsletter. First up is another change-
up. Rather than our earlier plan of having Boon 
give us a demonstration in May, we're reserv-
ing him for something else, maybe our Fall 
Show. In Boon's place, we're going to be hold-
ing our Annual Iron Bonsai event on May 20th. 
This is the event where we challenge one or 
more clubs to a "style off" where teams com-
pete to quickly create the best bonsai from pre
-bonsai material. As I write this, the invitations 
are already being extended to the Redwood 
Empire Bonsai Society and the Bonsai Society 
of San Francisco. REBS will be looking to win 
the title back from us, whereas we're looking 
to show BSSF how it's done after they took the 
prize in their challenge to us last year. If you 
are interested in participating as a stylist, 
please let either myself or Tim Burke know. I 
think there are a couple other people we can 
assume will be involved and you can probably 
contact them if you're interested, but I cannot 
definitively speak for them at this time. The 
Iron Bonsai event will take place in the Marin 
Society of Artists Building. Remember, this 
building is also on the Marin Art & Garden 

From the VP of Programs…

alm ost
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VP of Programs Continued…

Center grounds in Ross. It's not hard to find 
and it has its own parking lot that we can use. 
Just veer right as you enter the gates of the 
Center. The Marin Society of Artists Building is 
approximately 100 yards directly south from 
the Multipurpose Room we’ve been using for 
the past several years. And I promise we'll be 
able to get inside this time!

One thing that has been fairly set in stone 
since the beginning of the year is our June 
program, which will feature Jonas Dupuich 
giving us a demonstration on Pines, carefully 
planned to coincide with candling time for that 
species. That involves a bit of a change-up 
from the usual schedule in that Jonas' demon-
stration will be the first Tuesday rather than 
the third. That's June 3rd at 7:30 pm in the 
Multipurpose room. And then June 17th at 
7:00 pm will be our workshop for the month, 
most likely in the Multipurpose room. That 
workshop will be dedicated to show prep 
since our Marin County Fair Show will be right 
around the corner by then.

Make the most of what's thrown at you, in life 
as with your trees.

David Eichhorn

BASA Invitation

Satsuki azalea, Nikko by Gordon Deeg

Bay Area Satsuki Aikokai would like to person-
ally invite the members of Marin Bonsai Club 
to their annual Satsuki Azalea Bonsai exhibit 
on Saturday May 17 from 10am-5pm and 
Sunday May 18 10am-4pm.   Trees will be in 
full bloom for arguably the most colorful show 
in the Bay Area. An Educational Forum will be 
presented at 1 pm on Saturday with tips for 
more advanced satsuki-o-phils as well as 
those just learning about these wonderful 
bonsais. Experts will be on hand all day to 
answer questions and give guided tours of the 
exhibit. Noted bonsai teacher and artist John-
ny Uchida will do a demonstration on satsuki 
styling Sunday starting at 1 pm. Free admis-
sion, benefit drawings, and a sales area fea-
turing beginner material as well as imported 
specimens from Japan. Lakeside Garden Cen-
ter, 666 Bellevue, Oakland, CA. Parking avail-
able, $5 fee on the weekends. We hope to
see you there for this celebration of bonsai 
color!

Candace Key
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It’s Showtime!

I know you think it is too early to think about 
our annual show at the Marin County Fair, but 
it really isn’t. In fact we might even be running 
late. Time to get those trees it tip top shade, 
clean pots, pull together accent plants, polish 
off plant stands. There is a lot of work to do. 
Most importantly, for the context of this notice 
at least, is to make sure you mark out time to 
spend being a docent at our exhibit during the 
5 day course of the Fair. It runs from July 2-6 
and there are 3 shifts each day. We need for all 
of them to be fully staffed so we can make 
sure our trees are safe from curious fingers, 
well watered, and the public well informed 
about the glorious art of bonsai. There will be 
sign up lists starting at the May workshop, so 
check your calendars, confer with significant 
others, look at the Fair schedule for other 
events you might want to explore on the same 
day, and sign up for at least 2 shifts, or more if 
you can possibly manage it. We need all hands 
on deck at the Fair, and for set up and take 
down as well. The Fair exhibit is a fund raiser 
for the Club and one of our best opportunities 
to reach out to the public and recruit new 
members. It’s easy. It’s fun. Your Club really 
needs you to help out.

Candace Key

Michaele Jaffe

In Memoriam  

In fond memory of 
D.D. Drowley, a very long time 
member of Marin Bonsai Club, 
who passed away in Kennewick, 
WA on March 11, 2014. D.D. 
and Sylvia moved to 
Washington in February 2014 to 
be closer to their family there.

Cards can be sent to: 
Sylvia Drowley  
     c/o Jeff Drowley
400 S. Montana Street
Kennewick, WA 99336

Telephone # (509-396-3312)
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The Taskmaster, May/June 2014

Busy, busy, right? I know you bonsai lovers. 
You and the bees, out there in the garden fol-
lowing your seasonal imperatives with intensity 
and singleness of purpose now that Spring has 
really happened.

May and June is when the tender new Spring 
growth on many trees is becoming hardened 
off and is strong enough to carefully wire into 
place. It’s also when you can defoliate a 
healthy, vigorous tree so that smaller leaves 
can come in to take the place of the bigger 
ones. Partial defoliation is sometimes prefera-
ble, just repeatedly removing the biggest 
leaves as the weeks roll along to let sun into 
the interior of the tree.

And the watering changes this time of year, 
have you noticed? Some trees drink up every-
thing you sprinkle on, and others get too wet if 
you don’t watch out. Scrape around in each pot 
with a chopstick to make sure the tree actually 
needs more moisture.

Fertilizing gets easier now, because as the 
year’s early growth slows down for the decidu-
ous trees you can give them nitrogen without 
creating long internodes, overlarge leaves, or 
too much green growth at the expense of flow-
ers and fruit. Full feeding from mid May to mid 
June, and again in mid or late August to mid or 
late September for deciduous bonsai trees is 
perfect timing. The pines have to be fed a lot in 
the weeks leading up to decandling, which tra-
ditionally is from mid or late May into June for 
black pines. That feeding will make good the 
pines stronger to withstand the decandling pro-
cess, and make strong buds follow in the later 
months. You can read a lot about this 
decandling process in the fine books put out by 
Stone Lantern Press and other places, and 
there is more than one way to get it done. But 
the process is different for young and old trees, 
and different for growing versus shaping versus 
ramifying versus balancing strength in each 
individual tree, so you need to study up.

Evergreens get full feed all year. Organic fer-
tilizers that nourish the soil and its microor-
ganisms help give the trees resistance to 
drought, disease, and other stresses, so get 
some cottonseed meal and bone meal in a 
70%/30% ratio and sprinkle a teaspoonful or 
so per twelve inch pot around the outside third 
of the perimeter of the soil and scratch it in 
with a chopstick and water it in well, about 
every ten days to two weeks beginning the 
first week of May. Some growers like to add a 
little blood meal and/or kelp meal to boost 
things along. Putting the mix you choose into 
the reusable tea bags sold in Asian markets 
and pinning them down to the surface of the 
soil with a bit of wire or a toothpick in the 
same amounts and the same sequence as the 
sprinkle method works well for many people, 
and may have the same benefit as sphagnum 
moss for people with hot, sunny gardens in 
that it keeps moisture near the surface longer 
and insulates the soil a bit from the worst of 
the heat by the time six or eight are on the 
surface.

This May you should make an air layer. De-
pending on the type of tree, by Fall or maybe 
next Spring you can have a new tree, for free. 
There are many ways to do this, but the easy 
way, and it usually works is to cut all the bark 
and underlayers of tissue from an inch and a 
half or two inches of a trunk or branch, wrap a 
wire around the bare wood at the near cut, 
paint the edges of the far cut with rooting hor-
mone, pack the entire thing thickly in wet 
sphagnum moss mixed with bonsai soil, and 
wrap it with plastic. Then tape it off at both 
ends, punch some holes in the lower bits of 
the plastic for drainage, and wait. With luck, 
the condensation in this bag will keep the 
moss moist. You can pull the top loose and 
moisten it if not, then tape it up again. Try this 
on an existing bonsai with reverse taper or 
some other insoluble problem, or a neighbor-
hood tree or hedge. It’s fun.
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The Taskmast Continued…

Spray Volk oil or horticultural oil at the weaker 
Summer strength on almost any tree for scale 
or mites or eggs and larvae of other bugs. Oil 
smothers all. Spray Sevin, then Ortho Max, 
then Malathion every ten days or so in succes-
sion to avoid the bugs’ ability to become grad-
ually immune to a single spray. Always spray in
the early morning or the cool of the evening to 
prevent chemical burns. Better safe than sorry, 
and many of these prolific bugs you can’t 
even see until the damage is visible.

Plan on spending time in the garden when 
you’re not gardening. See how the trees look 
by moonlight, lantern light, lovelight. See how 
your friends and loved ones look in the same 
soft glow. You never know what new things 
you may see or feel or imagine.

The Taskmaster

The Secret Bonsai Show You 
Missed

Satsuki azalea by Jay McDonald at 2014 Cherry 
Blossom Festival

There was a beautiful bonsai display put on 
this weekend, April 19-20, that hardly any-
one in the bonsai community knew about. At 
the Cherry Blossom Festival in Japantown in 
San Francisco 5 local bonsai and suiseki clubs 
put on a gem of a bonsai show that wasn’t 
even listed in the Golden Statements Events 
Calendar. It’s a shame too, because many 
talented and dedicated people got up early 
to bring trees and set up the displays, includ-
ing our own Jay McDonald and Jeanette Ar-
nold. Not that there weren’t hordes of admir-
ing fans of bonsai thronging the exhibit. 
There were. But it is a shame that more true 
bonsai believers didn’t know about the show 
or didn’t come. In case there is a similar me-
dia blackout in the bonsai community next 
year please mark your calendars now. Every 
year during the Cherry Blossom festival, on 
the second weekend of the event, you can 
count on a high quality, colorful display of 
spring bonsai and suiseki stones at the Japan 
Cultural Center on Sutter Street in San Fran-
cisco. Don’t let this one slip by you again. 
Consider yourself perennially alerted.

Candace Key



Bonsai Wire – Page 7
         May/June 2014

Upcoming Northern California
Bonsai Events

Annual show of flowering satsuki azalea bon-
sai at Shepard Garden Center, 3330 McKinley 
Blvd. Hours are Saturday 10 AM – 5PM, and 10 
AM – 4PM, with demonstrations at 1 PM on both 
days. Satsuki information booth, vendors, raffles, 
etc. For more information contact; Ronn Pigram 
(916) 428-8505 or satsukiaiko-
kaisac@sbcglobal.net. 

at the San Mateo Garden Center, 605 
Parkside Way, next to Beresford Park. Admission 
is free. Show hours are 10 AM to 4 PM. Peter Tea 
will be conducting a demonstration Saturday and 
open viewing workshop Sunday from Noon –
3pm both days. Raffle, door prizes, vendor sales, 
and member plant sales will be featured. There 
will also be Dr. Bonsai to answer questions re-
garding bonsai care. For additional information 
contact Marsha Mekisich at 650-477-

at the Sacramento Buddhist 
Church, 2401 Riverside Blvd. Noon – 5 PM Sat-
urday and 11 AM – 4 PM Sunday with demon-
strations on both days at 2 PM by Sam Adina. 
Benefit drawings, Plant & tree sales. For more 
information, contact Lucy Sakaishi-Judd 
at juddbonsai@att.net or visit http://
sacramentobonsaiclub.com.

at 
the San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin, 640 
North Fifth Street. Noon – 5 PM Saturday and 
11 AM – 4 PM Sunday with demonstrations on 
both days at 1 PM by “Mr. California Juniper” 
Harry Hirao. Styled and pre-styled trees will be 
offered for sale on both days. For more infor-
mation, contact Ken Azuma 
at kennethazuma@sbcglobal.net or vis-
it www.gsbf-bonsai.org/sjbonsai/.

Watsonville Buddhist 
Temple, 423 Bridge St. Over 50 outstanding 
bonsai, large and small, young and old, will be 
on display from 10 AM to 4 PM. An afternoon 
demonstration by Don White will be held at 1:30 
PM. A raffle of bonsai items, plants and the 
demo tree will follow. Tea & cookies will be 
served. Plenty of parking for vehicles of all siz-
es. Even for group outings. A vendor will be 
available to sate your plant appetite for bonsai 
or otherwise. For more information please call 
Don White, 831-724-9283 or E-
mail: whiteslib@aol.com.

The deadline for the Bonsai Wire 
Newsletter is the Saturday following the 
Club’s Monthly General Meeting.  

Please email any news, articles, event                                  
info, Haiku, photos etc. to: 
mbcnews@marinbonsai.org

May 17 – 18, 2014 Sacramento, California.  
Satsuki Aikokai Association of Sacramen-
to:

May 31 – June 1, 2014, San Mateo, Califor-
nia Sei Boku Bonsai Kai: 31st Annual 
Show

May 3 – 4, 2014, Sacramento, California
Sacramento Bonsai Club: 68th Annual 
Bonsai Show

May 3 – 4, 2014, San Jose, California
San Jose Betsuin Bonsai Club: 44th Annual 
Bonsai Exhibition and Demonstration

May 4, 2014, Watsonville, California
Watsonville Bonsai Club: 41st Annual 
Bonsai Exhibit at the

4761.

Bonsai Wire Newsletter 
Submissions:



May 6, 2014:  Workshop,
Multipurpose Room, 7 PM.

May 20, 2014:  Monthly Meeting, 
Marin Society of Artists Building, 7:30 PM.
Iron Man Competition with BSSF & REBS .  

June 3, 2014:  Monthly Meeting, 
Multipurpose Room, 7:30 PM.
Jonas Dupuich Discussing Pines.

June 17, 2014:  Monthly Workshop,
Multipurpose Room, 7 PM.

Marin Bonsai Club 

2013 Marin Bonsai Club Officers: 

  Free for 
members. $10 for non-members.

  

  

  Show prep.  Free 
for members. $10 for non-members.

PO Box 437 
Ross, CA 94957 
www.marinbonsai.org 
Address Correction Requested 
Please Forward 

President         Tim Burke   415-259-7372
VP Programs    David Eichhorn     415-888-3756 
VP Shows        Jay McDonald       415-847-8909 
Secretary         Candace Key        415-491-1989
                Daniel Keller        415-453-7265
Treasurer         Art Wasserman    415-454-3077 
Historian          Carolyn Robbins   415-460-0339 
Librarian          Roger Lion           415-924-5134 
Webmaster      Sharon Bone        415-898-9618 
Newsletter       Scott Piatanesi   415-456-6848
Hospitality       Marlene Philley     415-924-5134 
Docent Coord   Vacant 

Marin  Bonsai Club Events
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