
From the President…

This is a shout out to all Tree Shepherds,

As our trees go into winter dormancy our club 
board does not, in fact it's working harder than 
ever and is looking for some dedicated mem-
bers to help out with some title friendly posi-
tions. Namely: drum roll please, DOCENT CO-
ORDINATOR and PRESIDENT.

Wowwy wow wow!!!

Picture this: elbow rubbing at a fancy cocktail 
party in parts unknown, likely a guest of some 
dignitary or in-law actor, when someone asks 
you what you do and your reply, with a fan of 
pride and respect is, "I'm president of the Marin 
Bonsai Club". As the room turns its attention 
toward you with envy and adoration you calmly 
place your empty champagne glass down on the 
waiter’s tray and bath in the warm praise of 
your fellow man.

This could be you!

Bonsai theory and horticulture isn't necessary 
for these positions, what is needed is an ability 
to work within a team environment, be open to 
fresh ideas and care about Bonsai. That's it.

In other club news, our Christmas party is just 
around the corner; there will be prizes given for 

best decorated Bonsai tree and the potluck din-
ner has been astounding in past years; and 
there no reason to believe we won't top the de-
lights this time around. Details to follow in Da-
vid's letter.

Also, Peter Tea will be arriving on the first Tues-
day of November so be sure to fill a seat.

Lastly, the club is growing, membership and 
knowledge, it is very helpful for the board if 
members sign up and pay their dues early for 
the coming year. The treasurer’s job is easier 
and the program director has a working budget 
to help plan the coming season. It's only $45 
bucks and it's probably going to go up because 
of the wonderful additions in place. So, pay your 
dues early, good for you, and good for club.

Thanks for reading and Get Wired,

Tim Burke
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If I had to choose one word to describe what 
the Marin Bonsai Club has been learning during 
the latter half of 2014, it would be “balance.” 
At the root of everything, we have been learn-
ing about the balance of energy in bonsai, first 
with broad strokes from Peter Tea in Septem-
ber, followed by Jonas Dupuich, who joined us 
late in October to talk more specifically about 
pines. Those attending both lectures will have 
noticed how the groundwork laid in Peter Tea’s 
first talk was designed to anticipate not only 
his own upcoming lectures (next one Novem-
ber 4th!), but also some of the things he knew 
Jonas would have to say. Both lectures built 
upon the conceptual foundation of balancing 
plant energy distribution, then illustrated how 
much of what we do to style our bonsai also 
requires us to balance such vital horticultural 
concerns and limitations against other consid-
erations, such as those motivated by our de-
sign aesthetics.
  
Attendance was outstanding at Jonas’ talk, es-
pecially considering it conflicted with the Gi-
ants’ attendance at the first game of the World 
Series. Some of the more avid sports fans hov-
ered by the door to stay within earshot of a car 
radio broadcasting the game, but most eyes 
and ears were riveted to Jonas’ talk, with much 
attention given to the many trees in attend-
ance as well. In addition to the pine trees 
brought by Jonas himself, there was no short-
age of example pine trees brought by club 
members. Nearly every tree present was in-
volved in one way or another in the discussions 
that emerged from Jonas’ inquisitive presenta-
tion style.

The immediate activity around which Jonas 
structured his talk was the plucking of needles 
from pines, something that is done at this time 
of year for black and red pines. The handout 
he provided us had a diagram and some very 
useful notes elaborating upon how and when 
to pluck pine needles. Throughout his talk, Jo-
nas did an excellent job of tying the immediate 
concerns demanded of tasks like needle pluck-
ing to the broader, more long-term goals 

associated with the overall design of our trees. 
Just like wiring, pinching and pruning, needle 
plucking decreases the energy received by the 
affected area of the tree. That energy is then 
distributed to other, comparatively weaker are-
as of the tree.

Jonas’ talk and handout were full of details, 
such as the proper number of needle pairs to 
leave when plucking specific areas of a pine 
tree (5, 7, and 10 in strong, middle, and weak 
areas, respectively), but I believe it was the 
reasoning behind and beyond such techniques 
that struck the deepest chords with the audi-
ence. It’s one thing to be able to count needles 
and remember what numbers belong where, 
but knowing how your tree’s energy is influ-
enced by, and therefore must guide, your ac-
tions—that is the type of true understanding 
that builds real skills. We owe a debt of grati-
tude to both Jonas Dupuich and Peter Tea for 
taking the time to build these layers of depth 
into what they are teaching us.

At one point, Dan, Mat, and Barry were coaxed 
up to try their hands at plucking needles. By 
the end, everybody was up and milling about 
the trees, many plucking at needles, some dis-
cussing the difference between candles and 
buds, and still others discussing future strate-
gies for young trees. The Giants won, that 
night anyway, and we all went away feeling a 
little more confident about how we think about 
our trees.

You read correctly earlier on: our next meeting 
is going to be right away this month. We’ve 
swapped the meeting and workshop days so 
that Peter Tea can give us his second lecture 
on November 4th, at 7:30pm. Also, we will be 
utilizing the Marin Society of Artists (MSA) 
building all this month, so both Peter Tea’s lec-
ture and our general workshop on November 
15th will be held there. To remind everybody, 
the MSA building is still on the Marin Art & Gar-
den Center grounds, it’s simply to the right 
after the gates rather than to the left.

From the VP of Programs…
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VP Programs Continued…

I probably don’t have to mention this because 
there should be a dedicated little blurb in this 
same issue somewhere, but I want to make 
absolutely certain everybody knows about the 
Christmas party this year. It’s going to be on 
Sunday, December 7th, at Roger Lion’s house. 
As I said, there will be details elsewhere, but I 
want to emphasize that the Christmas bonsai 
tree decoration contest is most definitely on 
again this year. And unlike last year, there will 
definitely be prizes for the best decorated lit-
tle trees.

Our trees are starting to shut down, but our 
activities are certainly buzzing right along. See 
you at an event real soon!

David Eichhorn

HELP WANTED!

The staff of Golden State Bonsai Federation 
(GSBF) publication

is in need to fill the following positions:

Treasurer
Advertising Manager
Subscriptions Manager
Part Time Assistants

For more details on duties and special perks, 
contact George Haas, Past Editor of

, 707-762-9154 
or gwhaas@comcast.net

George Haas

Marin Lecture Series

Hi again everybody! The Marin Bonsai Lec-
ture Series picks up again on November 4th. 
This time around we will continue our discus-
sion on developing Deciduous trees and Juni-
pers and what we can do with them during 
this time of year. On top of that, we will talk 
about a simple fertilizing schedule that we all 
can follow. Soil components and how they 
play a huge part in our trees’ growth will be 
discussed, along with repotting techniques to 
get you ready for Late Winter repotting.

Just like our last meeting, I will have hands-
outs to pass out with space to take notes. 
Come ready to learn and absorb as much in-
formation as possible.

See you all then.

Peter Tea

Monthly Meeting Change

The November Monthly Meeting 
featuring Peter Tea is Tuesday 
November 4th, 7:30 pm at the 
Marin Society of Artists Building.

Golden Statem ents Maga-
zine

Golden 
Statem ents Magazine

•
•
•
•
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The Taskmaster, November 2014

November in the Northern Bay Area microcli-
mates can mean a lot of different things to the 
dedicated bonsai artist in terms of how to pro-
ceed and what to do next. I can remember 
sunny Thanksgiving dinners in the backyard 
from the barbecue grill, but I know there have 
been windy, rainy, cold ones too. 

Here’s the deal. None of that makes any differ-
ence at all. The nights get longer, the days get 
shorter, the sun’s rays get weaker, the trees 
get slower, and the job in the garden gets 
more passive.

Passive, for tree feeding, means no nitrogen, 
just 0-10-10 fertilizers for trees that visibly go 
dormant, and the same or something with very 
low nitrogen for trees that maintain some 
green. Some growers in our area report good 
results with year-round organic mixes that 
keep the nitrogen well below the ten level. The 
old reliable cottonseed meal/bone meal in a 
70% to 30% mix sprinkled around the outer 
one third of the pot is a good, slow-release 
method to accomplish this. There are other 
organics that are pelletized, and a couple that 
are liquid or can be dissolved into water if a 
liquid is more desirable. 

Passive, for tree care, means wiring and wait-
ing. It’s a great time to wire the evergreens 
because the shape won’t change much and the 
growth will be slow for a long while. The failing 
leaves can safely be removed from deciduous 
trees to gain a bit more wiring time, but even if 
you just wait for most of them to fall there is a 
ten day to two week window for wiring before 
the branches get brittle. The trick to wiring this 
time of year is to use a soft, loose hand so that 
the wires can stay on all Winter without cutting 
into the bark as the trees slowly fatten up, or 
lignify. It’s probably best not to bend really 
heavy branches or to make radical bends this 
time of year, and it’s a good old trick to mas-
sage and flex the branches with the pads of 
your fingers in the direction they’re going to be 
bent just before you apply the wire. This helps 
you to make the bends easier and to avoid 
cracks and breaks. 

Passive, for watering, means propping the 
ends of the pots up when it rains to make 
them drain better, and then checking to see if 
they really need any water the rest of the time 
by scratching down a half inch or so with a 
chopstick. Watering lightly is the rule in winter, 
and in these Mediterranean microclimates we 
have to construct soils that retain extra mois-
ture, so this check closer/ water carefully rou-
tine is perhaps more important here than in 
other climates if we’re going to avoid the dan-
ger of fungus and root rot.

Then just sit back and relax. 

Well, wait a minute. First, pull all the fruiting 
and flowering trees out into the full sun, to 
nourish the buds. Then decide if any trees 
drain so slowly or do so poorly that they may 
need to be repotted now to save them. Get 
some advice and help if you aren’t really sure 
about Fall repotting, because it’s just a bit dif-
ferent from the Springtime routine.  Then 
clean off on and around the benches and 
stands to discourage overwintering molds and 
mildews and such. Then scrape off the top half 
inch or so of soil from most of the pots to get 
rid of old fertilizers and salts from the water 
that build up and crust over with repeated 
evaporation, along with eggs and seeds and 
spores and bugs so they can’t overwinter suc-
cessfully in your garden. Then brush off all 
mosses from trunks and exposed roots and 
branches so that moisture will not be held 
there, rotting their surfaces. Then clean out 
the small growth and dirt deposits from branch 
junctures, crotches, and bark. Then cut off all 
down-growing and up-growing unwanted 
growth everywhere. Then clean out and thin 
out the growth on evergreens so that light and 
air can get into all parts of the trees, and the 
trees won’t waste any energy. Then apply a 
full strength dormant spray at the end of No-
vember, which must be repeated at the end of 
December and January. There are good cop-
per-based sprays commercially available, and 
horticultural oils available at every garden cen-
ter. Just follow the directions carefully and use 
a good pump-up type pressure sprayer and 
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The Taskmaster Continued...

cover the soil with newspaper because you’ve 
got to do a thorough job. Then, if you’ve got 
pines, get some competent instruction on 
whether or not to remove old needles and pos-
sibly unnecessary buds, and how to do it, be-
cause now is the time it needs to be done if at 
all. See Jonas Dupuich’s blog called bonsai to-
night and its archives, or the BONSAI BARK 
archives, or the Stone Lantern Press book 
PINES. 
  
THEN sit back and relax. But watch the weath-
er for cold snaps, so you can pull tender trees 
and small pots under the eaves and into the 
garage for a while to prevent frost damage. 
And watch for heavy Winter winds that might 
damage trees, or blow them over. And watch 
mother nature do her yearly disappearing act.

  The Taskmaster 

Holiday Party

Sunday, December 7 the Marin Bonsai Club 
will hold their annual holiday party at the 
lovely, and festively decorated home of Rog-
er Lion and Marlene Philley.

There will be food, contests, prizes and lots 
of good cheer. Make sure you mark you cal-
endars. We will gather at 2:00 and probably 
end around 6:00.

The club will provide the main courses, salm-
on and ham or turkey, with club members 
supplying the beer wine and potluck dishes.
Word is out that the Tree Decorating Contest 
will be highly competitive this year. There 
will be 3 great prizes for the most inspired 
creations, so start planning now. More details 
in the December newsletter, but make sure 
you plan to celebrate the season with your 
bonsai friends December 7.

We need a volunteer to help coordinate the 
details of the party. Please contact Candace 
or David Eichhorn if you can step in. 

Candace Key
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Upcoming Northern California
Bonsai Events

at 736 West Browning. Set 
up begins at 8 AM. Everyone is welcome to buy, 
sell or trade. Sales include pre-bonsai, finished 
trees, pots, supplies, stands, books, suiseki and 
accent plants. Lunch will be available. Great 
bargains and great fun! If you need a table or 
more information, contact Ralph Schroeder 
at ralsch@sbcglobal.net or Peter Schaffert 
at peteschaffert@gmail.com.

will be held 
at 666 Bellevue Ave. (Garden Center Building). 
Saturday: Auction preview at noon with Auction 
starting at 1 PM. Sunday: Vendor Sales start at 
9 AM, Plant Sales start at 10 AM, and Demon-
strations at 1 PM. Also on Sunday help us cele-
brate our 15th Anniversary! The Bonsai Garden 
at Lake Merritt will celebrate the many bonsai 
clubs who have created and supported the Gar-
den by inviting Bonsai Clubs from all over North-
ern California to showcase their best trees. Bon-
sai Garden will be open 10 AM to 4 PM on Sat-
urday and Noon to 4 PM on Sunday. For more 
information or to sell trees, 
email bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com and vis-
it www.gsbf-lakemerritt.org.

The deadline for the Bonsai Wire 
Newsletter is the Saturday following the 
Club’s Monthly General Meeting.  

Please email any news, articles, event                                  
info, Haiku, photos etc. to: 
mbcnews@marinbonsai.org

December 6, 2014  Fresno, California
Fresno Bonsai Society: Seventh Annual 
Bonsai Yard Sale

February 21 – 22, 2015   Oakland, CA
GSBF Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt: The 
annual Mammoth Fund Raiser

Bonsai Wire Newsletter 
Submissions:



November 4, 2014:  Monthly Meeting, 
Marin Society of Artists Building, 7:30 PM.  

November 18, 2014:  Monthly Workshop,
Marin Society of Artists Building, 7 PM.

December 7, 2014:  Annual Holiday Party

Marin Bonsai Club 

2014 Marin Bonsai Club Officers: 

Peter Tea Returns.

  
Free for members. $10 for non-members.

.

PO Box 437 
Ross, CA 94957 
www.marinbonsai.org 
Address Correction Requested 
Please Forward 

President         Tim Burke   415-259-7372
VP Programs    David Eichhorn     415-888-3756 
VP Shows        Jay McDonald       415-847-8909 
Secretary         Candace Key        415-491-1989
                Daniel Keller        415-453-7265
Treasurer         Art Wasserman    415-454-3077 
Historian          Carolyn Robbins   415-460-0339 
Librarian          Roger Lion           415-924-5134 
Webmaster      Sharon Bone        415-898-9618 
Newsletter       Scott Piatanesi   415-456-6848
Hospitality       Marlene Philley     415-924-5134 
Docent Coord   Vacant 

Marin  Bonsai Club Events
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